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LESSON 1

March 2, 2003

Challenge To Evangelize

Lesson Text: 1 Corinthians 9:19-27.

Background Scripture: Psalms 51:10-13; 126:5, 6; Isaiah 6:9-12; Luke

14:23; Acts 1:8.

Aim: By the conclusion of this lesson the students will emphasize the impor-

tance of reaching the lost for Christ.

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS
Come Unto Me, Matthew 11:18-30.

Some church members view the work
of evangelism as a daunting task. The
fear of rejection, the fear of mockery and
the fear of meeting new people cause
many not to serve the Lord in the work
of evangelism. Evangelism may be
defined as sharing the good news of the
gospel. The Roman Road to salvation
remains one common method of evange-
lism. (See Romans 3:23; 6:23; 5:8; 10:9,
10, 13.) Every church member should be
a soul-winner. It has been estimated that
four out of five church members have
never led an unbeliever to Christ.

Jesus makes the work of evangelism
an easier task. He said, “Come unto me,
al ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and | will give you rest.” The church
member who feels his responsibility to
win soulsto Christ has a great burden for
the lost. Jesus promised to help bear that
burden. He offers His peace and sweet
rest for those who labor in the difficult
challenge to lead othersto Christ.

Jesus has al the answers for those
who work in evangelism. He said, “Take
my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for
| am meek and lowly in heart; and ye
shall find rest unto your souls’ (Matt.

11:29). The yoke for those who serve the
Lord isadouble yoke. The servant of the
Lord is yoked together with Christ. The
soul-winner never works alone. God
always works with him. The soul-winner
who is prepared by prayer and by study
has the power of God and conviction of
the Holy Spirit working with him.
Church members should not be “ashamed
of the gospel of Christ: for it isthe power
of God unto salvation to every one that
believeth” (Rom. 1:16).

Evangelism is no longer a daunting
task when one realizes he labors with
God. Jesus said, “For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light” (Matt. 11:30).
The difficulties of evangelism vanish
when the soul-winner prayerfully relies
on the wisdom and power of God.

EXAMINING THE TEXT

1 Corinthians 9:19-27. Paul chal-
lenged the church members at Corinth to
work diligently in evangelism. The
prominence of the word all reminds us of
the universal need for the gospel of Jesus
Christ. All isused seventimesintheLes-
son Text. (See 1 Corinthians 9:19, 22,
24, 25.) Paul taught the church members
the proper concern of the soul-winner
(verses 19-23), the career of the soul-
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winner (verse 24), the crown the soul-
winner will receive (verse 25), the
course the soul-winner should follow
(verse 26) and the danger a soul-winner
has of becoming a castaway (verse 27).

Paul viewed the work of evangelism
as an unpayable debt that obligated him
to be a servant to every unbeliever in
bringing him the good news of the
gospel. Paul was a Roman citizen. He
was a freeman in a world where many
were slaves. Servant means “bondman or
indentured servant.” When Paul accept-
ed the work of evangelism, he recog-
nized that he owed the gospel to every
person. Romans 1:14, 15 states, “lI am
debtor both to the Greeks, and to the
Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the
unwise. So, as much as in meis, | am
ready to preach the gospel to you that are
a Rome aso.” Gain means “to win.”
Paul wanted to win the victory of bring-
ing unbelieversto Christ in salvation. He
witnessed to the Jews, to the Gentiles, to
the freemen, to the servants, to the strong
and to the weak. His concern for the lost
was so great that his only victory was to
See someone saved.

Paul understood the task of evange-
lism must be the career of every church
member. He called the work of soul-win-
ning a “race” which lasted for a pre-
scribed distance. The task of evangelism
is not a short race such as a one hundred
yard dash. It should be the lifelong
career of every church member. It could
be compared to a marathon. They which
run refers to those who run on a race
course. Paul said, “So run.” He chal-
lenged every church member to do the
work of evangelism every day. The
“prize’ was an award. In the Isthmian
games at Corinth, an award was given to
thewinner. No one has run the race prop-
erly who stands before God with no pre-
cious souls won to Christ. No church
member should be satisfied to be empty-
handed in the work of evangelism.

Paul taught church members to value
the soul-winner’s crown highly. The

winner's “crown” at the public games
was a wreath of flowers worn on the
head. It was a “corruptible crown”
because it would wither away and lose
its beauty. The soul-winner’scrownisan
“incorruptible” crown that will endure
throughout eternity. Soul-winners will
gladly throw their crowns at Jesus’ feet.
(See Revelation 4:10.)

Paul challenged the church members
at Corinth to stay on course in the work
of evangelism. Satan has many tempta-
tionsto lead church members away from
the work of winning souls for Christ.
God's soul-winners must stay on track.
Church members who run the race
remain on the course God has marked.

Paul also used a boxing illustration.
Those who serve the Lord in evangelism
must make every word and every wit-
ness count. No one should be content to
allow his words to drop aimlessly in the
hearing of an unbeliever. Soul-winning
is a fight against the devil for the unbe-
liever’s soul. (See 2 Corinthians 4:4, 5.)
It is not shadow boxing. Every blow
must count if the adversary is to be
defeated. Church members must give
their best efforts in the work of evange-
lism.

Paul urged church members to be-
ware of becoming a castaway in the
work of evangelism. A “castaway” isone
who is unapproved, worthless or reject-
ed. Unbelieverswill consider the witness
of a church member worthless and reject
the gospel message if he has not kept the
sin nature under control. Subjection
means “to enslave or to subdue.” Those
who would become effective soul-win-
ners must subdue the fleshly nature.
Those who preach or share the gospel
with others must live a holy life that is
above reproach.

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE

Psalm 51:10-13. A church member
who is right with God will be successful
in evangelism. David knew the necessity
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of a clean heart and a right spirit. A
“clean heart” is one that is pure, holy or
cleansed. Children of God have clean
hearts only after confession of sins, for-
saking sins and receiving God's forgive-
ness. A “right spirit” is a faithful, firm
and prepared attitude of arational being.
David knew he needed to rely on the
Lord’s presence with him and to be led
by the Holy Spirit if he were to be an
effective soul-winner. Church members
who do faithful work in evangelism must
be renewed, refreshed or revived. Those
who witness to others from ajoyful heart
that is thrilled with their personal salva-
tion will be agreat influence to the unbe-
liever.

Psalm 126:5, 6. Sharing the gospel
may be compared to sowing or planting
seed. Those who sow little will reap lit-
tle. Those who sow alot have the poten-
tial to reap alot. Second Corinthians 9:6
states, “But this | say, He which soweth
sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and
he which soweth bountifully shall reap
also bountifully.” Church members who
labor faithfully in the work of evange-
lism will share the gospel frequently.
One reason why so few are saved in
some places is that so few gospel seeds
are sown. God guarantees the harvest for
the faithful soul-winner. Those who
work diligently in evangelism begin with
a burdened heart, tearfully praying for
lost people to be saved. God promises to
hear and answer that prayer. Unbelievers
who recognize the soul-winner’s deep
burden for lost people will more serious-
ly consider the gospel message.

Isaiah 6:9-12. God's plan for person-
a evangelism is ill “go, and tell.”
Somewill hear the gospel and will refuse
to be saved. The faithful soul-winner
will not be deterred in the work of evan-
gelism by rejection. Rejection was dis-
couraging to the prophet Isaiah. Rejec-
tion is discouraging to pastors and
church members who share the gospel of

Christ. Isaiah asked, “How long?” God's
answer was plain. God expected Isaiah
to witness to unbelievers “until the cities
be wasted without inhabitant, and the
houses without man” (Isa. 6:11). Aslong
as God |leaves one person in the land to
listen or one person who needs to hear
the message of the gospel, God's people
need to be busy sharing the gospel.

Luke 14:23. Church members who
would do the work Jesus has command-
ed must go. Unbelievers will rarely be
found in the places where New Testa-
ment churches meet. God's command is
for church members to go forth into the
world for the express purpose of sharing
the gospel. Church members may be sure
that as they go with the gospel, God has
promised “I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world. Amen” (Matt.
28:20). Highways refers to roads used by
those who are on a journey. “Hedges’
are blocked up, enclosed or fenced areas.
Some unbelievers are as difficult to win
as if they were closed to the gospel.
Compel means “to bring to a decision.”
The soul-winner has not completed his
work with an unbeliever if he has not
asked him to accept Christ. Unbelievers
may come into or be welcomed into
God's house by being saved. John 14:2
states, “In my Father’'s house are many
mansions.” God does not want any
empty places in Heaven. (See 2 Peter
3:9.)

Acts 1:8. God promised the power of
the Holy Spirit for the work of evange-
lism. His power is abundant, mighty,
strong and wonderful. Empowered
church members shared the gospel with
people from the whole world on the day
of Pentecost. A “witness’ is one who
bears record or gives testimony. The
soul-winner shares the message of the
saving power of Jesus Christ. The work
of evangelism must be considered a
worldwide endeavor. The scope of the
work begins at home (Jerusalem),



SPONSOR’S GUIDE 5

extends to the state (Judea), includes
interstate areas (Samaria) and reaches to
the rest of the world (uttermost). Utter-
most means “the farthest place and the
final time.”

RELEVANCE OF THE TEXT

Paul’s key verse in this challenge to
evangelism is “to the weak became | as
weak, that | might gain the weak: | am
made al things to all men, that | might
by al means save some” (1 Cor. 9:22).
Paul was determined to use every scrip-
tural means. By all means does not mean
Paul would use unorthodox methods or
engage in unscriptural practices. Hesim-
ply stated his intent to do all within his
power to bring the unbeliever to Christ.
Paul realized he could not save anyone.
The salvation of the lost is by God's
power and for His glory. His personal
priority in evangelism continued to be
used of God to win unbelieversto salva-
tion. Paul said, “For | determined not to
know any thing among you, save Jesus
Christ, and him crucified. And | was
with you in weakness, and in fear, and in
much trembling. And my speech and my
preaching was not with enticing words
of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration
of the Spirit and of power” (1 Cor. 2:2-
4). Paul’s key priority of sharing the
gospel of Jesus Christ will be successful
for church members who follow his
example.

Paul had a great burden for unbeliev-
ers. Romans 10:1 states, “Brethren, my
heart's desire and prayer to God for
Israel is, that they might be saved.”
Every church member needs that kind of
burden for the lost. He said, “Knowing
therefore the terror of the Lord, we per-
suade men; but we are made manifest
unto God; and | trust also are made man-
ifest in your consciences’ (2 Cor. 5:11).
Terror means “fear.” Thefear of the Lord
should be one's greatest phobia. Per-
suade means “to convince by reason, to

give evidence or to rely on inward cer-
tainty.” The unbeliever should reason
that heisaccountable to God the Creator.
(See Romans 1:20, 21.) Unbelievers
have the opportunity to receive the evi-
dence of the Bible that they are sinners.
(See Romans 3:10, 11, 23.) Holy Spirit
conviction gives each unbeliever the
inward certainty that he needs to be
saved. God will give church members
who are right with the Lord and have no
ulterior motives for sharing the gospel
the opportunity to win souls.

CONTEMPORARY APPLICATION

There are many questionable ap-
proaches to evangelism. The common
practice called “easy believism” stream-
lines evangelism to the point something
is often left out. Those who use the
“repeat after me” method claim profes-
sions of faith by those who show no evi-
dence that they were convicted of God of
a need to be saved. Those who claim
being saved is as easy as raising your
hand if you want to be saved omit repen-
tance. God's plan for evangelism has not
changed. Questionable methods in evan-
gelism give false security to those who
still need Christ as personal Savior.

The only sound approach for evange-
lism demands church members to
emphasize that all are sinners. (See
Romans 10:9-13.) God'splanisstill con-
fess, believe and ask. The soul-winner
reminds the unbeliever of the necessity
of repenting of his sinful condition.
Repentance is a part of one’s confession
to God that he is a sinner. The unbeliev-
er becomes aware of adesire to be saved
due to the drawing of God by Holy Spir-
it conviction. The soul-winner urges the
unbeliever to place his trust in God,
believing He can and will save. The
soul-winner asks the unbeliever if he is
ready to ask the Lord to save him right
now. (See Romans 10:9-13.)
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LESSON 2

March 9, 2003

Challenge To Set an Example

Lesson Text: 1 Corinthians 10:1-22.

Background Scripture: John 13:12-17; Hebrews 4:9-13; 8:1-5; 1 Peter 2:21-

25.

Aim: By the conclusion of this lesson the students will determine to set an

example that pleases Christ.

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS
Be an Example, 1 Timothy 4:12.

Paul commanded the young preacher
Timothy to be a good example. This
good advice is appropriate for every
church member. Paul knew the value of
being the right kind of example. After his
salvation, Paul determined to live a life
above reproach. He may have had asim-
ilar goa to Daniel’s resolution. Daniel
1:8 states, “But Daniel purposed in his
heart that he would not defile himself.”
A good example is amodel for imitation
or a pattern to follow. Paul believed
adults and young people have the
responsibility to be good examples
before the world and before other church
members.

Paul encouraged Timothy to be a
good example in word and conversation.
Word means “speech, talk, doctrine,
guestions or every utterance.” Conversa-
tion means “behavior, manner of life or
life-style.” A church member who is a
good example carefully chooses even his
idle words. A church member who fol-
lows Christ in a holy life-style will not
habitually incorporate sin in daily life.

Paul reminded Timothy to be a good
example in love and in spirit. “ Charity”

is an unselfish, sacrificia, godly love.
The “spirit” is the part in man where he
feels, thinks, understands, reasons and
desires. It isin the spirit of aman that his
attitude is formed. A church member’s
loving attitude will give others a good
example to follow.

Paul challenged Timothy to be agood
example in faith and in purity. “Faith” is
trusting in Jesus for salvation, relying on
God in difficult situations and convic-
tions about sound doctrine. Timothy
needed to point the way to Jesus as the
only Savior, to show others how to rely
on God when things were not going well
and to be loyal to sound doctrine. Paul
lived as agood example so faithfully that
just before his death he could say, “I
have fought a good fight, | have finished
my course, | have kept the faith” (2 Tim.
4:7).

EXAMINING THE TEXT

1 Corinthians 10:1-22. Paul chal-
lenged the church members at Corinth to
be good examples by giving them
instructionsin several areas. Paul wanted
them to be good examples in obedience
(verses 1-4), in avoiding disobedience
(verses 5-10), in overcoming temptation
(verses 11-15) and in separation (verses
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16-22). Church members become good
examples by excelling in these four
areas. Paul’s challenge for church mem-
bers to be good examplesiis still the best
advice.

Paul reminded the church members at
Corinth how obedience manifests a good
example. The Israelites followed God
into the dry land where the Red Sea had
been divided. They had faith to obey
God in a life-threatening situation. Bap-
tism is an immersion, a covering and a
burial. Israel pictured baptism when cov-
ered by the cloud of God above and the
walls of water on each side. It was a
nation as good as dead until God inter-
vened. The people of Israel’s appearance
on the other side of the Red Seawas like
a resurrection. Scriptural baptism is a
picture of the death, burial and resurrec-
tion of Christ. Baptism sets a good
example as the first act of obedience
after salvation. Obedience pleases God.
The people of Israel received nourish-
ment by the same spiritua food and
drink. Jesus Christ the Rock of Ages
cared for them. Jesus Christ enables
church membersto set the right example
in obedience to God's commands.

Paul urged the church members at
Corinth to avoid the bad example of dis-
obedience. Disobedience displeases God.
Overthrown means “to be dain.” Dis-
obedient Israglites died in the wilder-
ness. Their evil example teaches it is
wrong to entertain evil desires. Those
who crave wickedness are yielding to the
depraved human nature. “Idolaters’ are
those who participate in false worship or
image worship. False worship is heathen
religion or paganism. False worship led
to gluttonness, drunkenness, lustful
entertainment and immorality. “Fornica-
tion” is illicit sex. God's judgment fell
on the disobedient when twenty-three
thousand died in one day. Some disobe-
dient Israelites tested God by seeing how
far into wickedness they could go before

experiencing God's judgment by poiso-
nous snakebites. Murmuring is disobedi-
ence. The murmurers were destroyed by
death. Church members may avoid the
bad example of disobedience by accept-
ing and honoring God's standards.

Paul invited the church members at
Corinth to be good examples by over-
coming temptation. Church members
need to consider Old Testament exam-
ples since human nature and weaknessin
temptation is still the same. An “admoni-
tion” isawarning. The ends of the world
refersto the end of an age. The end of an
age is marked by greater wickedness. At
the end of the church age, it remainsvital
that church members redize they are
susceptible to temptation. Temptation
may overcome the preacher, the deacon,
the Sunday School teacher or any church
member. The “fall” is the plunge into
temptation, not a fall from grace! Paul
reminded the church members at Corinth
that God always provides an escape
route in times of temptation. Paul con-
sidered idolatry or false worship to be
one of the greatest temptations that the
Corinthians faced. He encouraged them
to use wisdom and good judgment in
recognizing temptation and refusing it.

Paul advised church members to set
the example of separation from evil.
Church members should be separated
from the sacrifice of devils or false wor-
ship. The Lord’s Supper cannot remain
pure if church members participate in
false worship and then come to the
Lord's Table. Paul taught the church at
Corinth that it was one bread or one body
in Christ. Paul forbade church members
to have fellowship with false worship.
(See 2 Corinthians 6:14-17.) Church
members that participate in the “cup of
devils’ in false worship and then cometo
the Lord’s Table provoke God to jealous
anger. God is greater and stronger than
any church member. Church members
who fellowship evil should expect God's
chastisement.
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BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE

John 13:12-17. Jesus gave His
church an example of humility. Jesus
Christ the Lord was humble enough to
wash His disciples feet. He encouraged
His church members to follow His
example. Example means “pattern for
imitation.” The head of the church hon-
ored His servants, the church members.
Every church member should consider
himself a servant of the Lord. “ Servant”
is one in subjection. A servant must not
consider himself greater than his lord.
Jesus sent His church by His authority.
(See Matthew 28:18-20.) Since church
members are sent on amission, they can-
not be greater than the One who autho-
rized the mission. Happy means “su-
premely blessed or well-off.” The happy
church member is the servant who
understands he must maintain an humble
attitude.

Hebrews 4:9-13. Church members
should labor for the Lord until the time
of their eternal rest. Revelation 14:13
states, “And | heard a voice from heaven
saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the
dead which die in the Lord from hence-
forth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may
rest from their labours; and their works
do follow them.” The word rest in the
original issimilar to theword sabbatical.
It refersto the type of rest the Jewsin the
Old Testament observed on the Sabbath.
God grants no sabbaticalsto His servants
in thislife. John 9:4 states, “| must work
the works of him that sent me, whileitis
day: the night cometh, when no man can
work.” The example of faith results in
laboring for God. The example of unbe-
lief ceases any works for God. God's
Word cuts to the innermost part of man's
being. God knows man'’s thoughts, plans
and purposes. God knows whether His
servants have a heart to work for Him or
not.

Hebrews 8:1-5. Presently Jesus
Christ serves as the High Priest in the
sanctuary in Heaven. He is an example
of serving in the truth. (See Matthew
22:16.) He is an example of sacrificia
service. (See Philippians 2:6-8.) He set
the example by giving everything in His
labor for the heavenly Father. The earth-
ly levitical priesthood served according
to the Law God gave Israel. Serve means
“to minister to God, to do service or to
worship.” The earthly priestsand Levites
prepared the sacrifice, offered the sacri-
fice, collected the blood, cleaned up after
the sacrifice and the high priest made
atonement in the Holy of Holies once a
year. Their service gave a pictoria
example in type and shadow of the
priestly work of Jesus Christ. The word
example means “an exhibition for imita-
tion or warning.” The shadow refers to
the silhouette of Jesus Christ that only
hinted at His substance. Jesus served
perfectly as the blood-flowing likeness
of God.

1 Peter 2:21-25. Christ gave us an
example. He is the pattern every servant
of the Lord should imitate. Peter said,
“Ye should follow his steps’ (1 Peter
2:21). Called means “ordered, com-
manded or called forth.” Christ set the
standard for faithful service while endur-
ing suffering. Follow means “to accom-
pany.” Servants of the Lord walk with
Jesus when continuing to labor for God
in times of suffering. Jesus gave the
example of being above reproach. He
was sinless. Servants of the Lord cannot
be sinless, but should strive to be above
reproach. Jesus gave the example of sac-
rificing Himself for others. He was the
opposite of selfishness. He was not self-
centered or self-serving. Peter identified
Jesus Christ as the suffering One who
I saiah prophesied would make an accept-
able sacrifice for the sins of the world.
Isaiah said, “All we like sheep have gone
astray” (Isa. 53:6) and “With his stripes
we are healed” (verse 5). Servants of the
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Lord must keep Christ in view as the
example to follow.

RELEVANCE OF THE TEXT

Church members should be good
examples in several areas. God's ser-
vants should be concerned about obey-
ing God, overcoming temptation and
being separated from moral and doctri-
nal error. Church members become good
examples by being above reproach by
those within their church and those out-
side the church. God's servants in New
Testament churches should be good
examples of godliness in suffering, in
humility, in self-sacrifice, in loyalty to
the truth and in faithfulness. Every
church member continues to be a good
example only as long as he is aert for
signs of being self-centered, self-seeking
or self-serving.

Church members are responsible to
“keep the ordinances, as| delivered them
to you” (1 Cor. 11:2). The Lesson Text
refers both to baptism and to the Lord's
Supper. These are the only two church
ordinances. The world seeks religion on
its own terms. Church members need to
keep God's pattern for the ordinances
ever before them. Scriptural baptism is
the immersion of a believer in water by
church authority for the purpose of obe-
dience to and identification with Christ.
Sprinkling, pouring, infant baptism or
alien immersion must be rejected by
church members. The Lord’'s Supper
must be a memorial and symbolic par-
taking of unleavened bread and fruit of
thevinein alocal church as one body in
Christ by church members of that local
church who are in good standing. Church
members who set the right example
reject open communion and demand
closed communion. Church members set
the right example by following the bibli-
cal pattern for observing the ordinances.

Church members who have been
good examples in the past need to con-

tinually guard against becoming a bad
example. No one is above moral or doc-
trinal error. Satan sends the temptation
that he knows presents the greatest diffi-
culty to refuse. Solomon had great wis-
dom but was overcome with both moral
and doctrinal error. Church members
who continue to be good examples
prayerfully rely on God to grant wisdom,
perception and the grace needed to with-
stand every temptation.

CONTEMPORARY APPLICATION

Church members who give routine
service and ritual worship do not set the
proper example. Spiritual indifference,
neglect and dutiful attendance can only
be termed nominal religion. The church
at Ephesus and the church at Laodicea
became bad examples by degenerating
into nominal religion. Jesus gave a stern
rebuke to the church at Ephesus. Revela
tion 2:4 states, “Nevertheless | have
somewhat against thee, because thou
hast left thy first love.” Jesus spoke of
the sickening condition of the church at
Laodicea. Revelation 3:16 states, “So
then because thou art lukewarm, and nei-
ther cold nor hot, | will spue thee out of
my mouth.” Nominal religion will never
set the right example.

Every church member who seeks to
be an example of revival will cherish the
opportunity to do each act of service as
unto the Lord. Every church member has
the opportunity to set agood example by
approaching worship with the over-
whelming desire to come before God's
presence. Each song should be praise to
the Lord. Each prayer should be talking
to God. Giving is a joy. Greeting fellow
church members and visitors becomes a
timeto express godly love for one anoth-
er. The preaching of the Word of God
becomes a living conviction that grows
in the heart of the revived church mem-
ber. Revived church members set the
right examples.
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LESSON 3

March 16, 2003

Challenge To Glorify God

Lesson Text: 1 Corinthians 10:23—11:1.

Background Scripture: Psalm 86:9-12; Matthew 5:13-16; John 12:23-33;

Revelation 15:1-8.

Aim: By the conclusion of this lesson the students will explain why it is nec-

essary to give God glory dalily.

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS

No Glory, Save in the Cross, Gala-
tians 6:11-15.

The desire for personal glory moti-
vates many peoplein religion. To make a
fair shew means “to display for the pur-
pose of being told ‘Well done.’” Some
went through the religious ritual of cir-
cumcision for the approval of men. In
the flesh means “to be stripped of the
hide, to be skinned as an animal for food
and to be carnally minded.” Some
approach religion in terms of men mak-
ing laws for other men to observe. This
may properly be caled legalism. Con-
strain means “to compel.” The carnd
mind seeks to receive glory by display-
ing good works to others as if to say, see
what | have done.

Some desire to receive glory from
others in order to boast. They may glory
means “to boast.” Some view religious
rituals as a means of purging or cleans-
ing the flesh. Romans 3:20 states,
“Therefore by the deeds of the law there
shall no flesh bejustified in his sight: for
by the law is the knowledge of sin.” God
makes it clear that no person is forgiven
of his sins by religious rituals.

God should receive al glory through
the cross of Jesus Christ. The cross of
Christ refers to the atonement of sins
made for mankind when Jesus was cruci-
fied. God did what no man could do in
providing a way of salvation for sinful
mankind. Christ sacrificed Himself as
the Lamb of God, the sinner’s substitute
and the God who provided Himself a
sacrifice. Salvation by grace through
faith gives glory to God by honoring the
only plan God approves for salvation.
God receives glory in the cross after sal-
vation since the victory of the cross
includes the power to overcome every
sin. Colossians 1:20 states, “And, having
made peace through the blood of his
cross, by him to reconcile all things unto
himself; by him, | say, whether they be
thingsin earth, or thingsin heaven.” The
cross of Christ gives al the glory to God
and none to men.

EXAMINING THE TEXT

1 Corinthians 10:23—11:1. Paul
taught the church members at Corinth
that following Christ is the only way to
give glory to God. He explained the
necessity of giving glory to God by not
edifying self (verse 23), by edifying oth-
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ers (verse 24), by preserving a blameless
reputation (verses 25-30) and by right
motives and right actionsin being agood
example that follows Christ (verse 31—
11:1). Church members who would give
glory to God must prayerfully consider
their livesin each of these categories.

Edification is the process of building
up, whether a church or the godly life of
the church member. Edification implies
spiritual growth and progress in maturi-
ty. Church members develop into more
mature servants of the Lord by Bible
study, prayer, worship, witnessing and
by making right choices in daily living.
All things legal are not good or accept-
able for the church member who desires
to reflect Christ. Anything in the church
member’s life that hinders a closer walk
with the Lord does not give glory to
God.

God gets glory from church members
who edify others. Each church member
should consider his life-style in terms of
how it affects others. Another’s wealth
refers to a fellowman’s well-being or
prosperity. Church members should seek
the spiritual well-being of others by
striving to lead them to Christ or to a
closer walk with the Lord. Church mem-
bers who glorify God consider how their
personal choices affect others.

God gets glory from church members
who preserve a blameless reputation.
The word shambles means “market-
place.” Some meat sold in the market-
place came from animals that had been
sacrificed to idols. Any church member
may go to the marketplace, purchase
meat and eat it without questioning its
origin. The church member’s conscience
remains clear by giving thanksto God. A
church member may go to another
church member’s house and eat meat
without dishonoring God. He may give
thanks for the food without questioning
his host concerning its origin. A stronger
brother should honor a weaker brother’s

convictions. If anyone thought the prac-
tice of eating meat from an animal that
had been offered as a sacrifice to idols
was wrong, the stronger brother should
preserve his reputation in the eyes of the
weaker brother by refusing to eat. Chris-
tian liberty gives glory to God only when
exercised in ways that the church mem-
ber’s reputation does not suffer.

Church members who give glory to
God use right motives and right actions
in displaying good examples of follow-
ing Christ. Any motive or action is
acceptable when it honors God's will
and God's way. Good intentions are not
enough to give God glory. (See John
4:24.) A church member’s good example
is a blessing to those inside his church
and to those outside his church. A church
member’s good example leads people to
Christ in salvation. Paul encouraged the
church members at Corinth to give glory
to God by following Christ.

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE

Psalm 86:9-12. God demands all
nations to give Him glory. Worship that
honors God glorifies His name, praises
His mighty works, recognizes His
supremacy and seeks His ways accord-
ing to biblical truth. Worship means “to
bow or to prostrate self in homage or
reverence for God.” Glorify means “to
give numerous or abounding reasons to
give honor.” “Thy name” includes God's
authority, individuality, character, repu-
tation and rank. God should be praised
for His marvelous works. Nothing is too
difficult for God.

Matthew 5:13-16. Jesus referred to
His church as “the salt of the earth,” “the
light of the world” and “a city that is set
on a hill that cannot be hid.” A church
with a godly reputation has a purifying
and preserving influence on the world. A
church that spreads the message of the
gospel shines forth the light of Jesus
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Christ. A church that gives glory to God
must be asvisible asacity on ahigh hill.
Thelight of God's presencein individual
believers should be attached to a New
Testament church for the purpose of giv-
ing glory to God by their obedience and
good works. (See Revelation 1:20; Eph-
esians 3:21.)

John 12:23-33. God glorified Jesus
in His death, burial and resurrection.
Jesus gave the example of change of sea-
sons, planting a crop and reaping a har-
vest. Winter most pictures the season of
Jesus' death. Spring symbolizes the res-
urrection of Christ. The fall or harvest
season illustrates Jesus died to make
possible a great harvest of many souls.
Church members who truly desire to
give glory to God will be willing to fol-
low Christ, serve and suffer for His
name's sake. God's voice from Heaven
glorified Jesus. Jesus foretold His death
on the cross and the opportunity of sal-
vation for whosoever will by His words,
“And I, if | be lifted up from the earth,
will draw all men unto me” (John 12:32).

Revelation 15:1-8. Heaven is
arranged to give glory to God. The
angels, the beasts or living creatures
around God's throne, the redeemed, the
instruments and the songs of praise hon-
ored and magnified the holy and righ-
teous God. The testimony in Heaven
agrees in perfect unity concerning the
glory of God. The glory cloud of God
filled the Temple in Heaven with the
smoky evidence of His majesty.

RELEVANCE OF THE TEXT

Paul’s challenge to church members
to give glory to God may be met in peo-
ple coming to know Christ in salvation.
Church members stand with Christ
pleading in prayer for the souls of unbe-
lievers. Paul’s prayer and every church
member’s prayer should be “my heart’s

desire and prayer to God . . . is, that they
might be saved” (Rom. 10:1). Church
members seek God's approval by refus-
ing to make personal choices that would
hinder anyone from coming to Christ.

Church members who give glory to
God live a consistent life. They express
an overwhelming love for God and for
their fellowman. Matthew 22:37-40
states, “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind. This is the first and great com-
mandment. And the second is like unto
it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy-
self. On these two commandments hang
all the law and the prophets.” Only those
who take up their cross and follow Christ
on a daily basis may be considered to
live a consistent, God-honoring life.
Inconsistent church members who are on
and off or hot and cold in faithfulness do
not give glory to God.

CONTEMPORARY APPLICATION

A consistent life that gives glory to
God grows in joy. Philippians 2:15, 16
states, “That ye may be blameless and
harmless, the sons of God, without
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and
perverse nation, among whom ye shine
as lights in the world; holding forth the
word of life; that | may rejoice in the day
of Christ, that | have not runin vain, nei-
ther laboured in vain.” Abounding joy
cannot be found in the legalist. The
church member who proceeds from day
to day following Christ builds a joyful
consistency that proves the redlity of his
faith and gives credibility to his testimo-
ny.
Church members who give glory to
God need to do more commending what
is right and less condemning what is
wrong. Romans 8:33, 34 states, “Who
shall lay any thing to the charge of God's
elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he
that condemneth? It is Christ that died,
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yea rather, that is risen again, who is
even at the right hand of God, who aso
maketh intercession for us.” Church
members should not sit in judgment over
one another asif they were God. Romans
14:22 states, “Hast thou faith? have it to

thyself before God. Happy is he that con-
demneth not himself in that thing which
he alloweth.” Church members may give
God glory by making daily choices in
faith that will not offend God or man.
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LESSON 4

March 23, 2003

Challenge To Behave
Properly in Worship

Lesson Text: 1 Corinthians 11:2-16.

Background Scripture: 1 Chronicles 16:27-29; John 4:20-24; 1 Thessa-

lonians 2:9-12; 1 Timothy 3:14-16.

Aim: By the conclusion of this lesson the students will compare suitable
behavior in the early churches with proper conduct in churches today.

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS

Orderly Behavior, 2 Thessalonians
36, 7.

Paul taught the church members at
Thessalonica to conduct themselves in
an orderly manner. An orderly walk is
one befitting those who honor the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Name means
“character or authority.” One who walks
with Jesus understands the things that
give Him pleasure and behaves himself
accordingly. One who walks with Jesus
also observes the commands Jesus gave.
The word tradition means “a precept or
ordinance transmitted, delivered, en-
trusted or committed to others.” Paul
urged church members to adopt the life-
style that would please the Lord.

A commitment to orderly behavior
requires one to abandon improper behav-
ior. A walk is a life-style or deportment.
Disorderly means “irregular, immoral,
rebellious or unruly.” Ephesians 2:10
states, “For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them.” God has a life-
style or path marked out for those who

would please Him. After salvation, this
path includes scriptural baptism, church
membership and faithful servicein alife
of good works. Some children of God
prefer improper behavior to the life-style
God requires and the faithful service
through the New Testament church of
their membership.

Those who walk with Christ must
choose their friends carefully. The con-
text isthe Christian walk, not church dis-
cipline. Withdraw yourselves means “to
avoid or to choose not to associate with.”
Church members should choose friends,
companions or trusted associates who
will encourage them in their walk with
Christ. Paul encouraged the church
members to follow him as he followed
Christ. Every church member should
choose orderly behavior that pleases the
Lord.

EXAMINING THE TEXT

1 Corinthians 11:2-16. Paul taught
the church at Corinth concerning how to
behave properly in worship. Right
behavior in worship includes a proper
observance of the ordinances (verse 2), a
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proper order of authority (verse 3), a
proper reverence (verses 4-12) and a
proper practice (verses 13-16). God
demands appropriate behavior in wor-
ship.

Paul challenged the church members
at Corinth to keep a proper observance of
the ordinances. Christ gave the two ordi-
nances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper
to His church. (See Matthew 26:26-30;
28:19, 20.) Christ also taught the proper
observance of the ordinances to Paul.
Concerning the Lord’s Supper, Paul said
he taught them what he “received of the
Lord” (1 Cor. 11:23). A proper obser-
vance of the ordinances demands no
deviation, no substitution and no corrup-
tion of the truth. The divine pattern
remains the only proper observance.

Paul urged the church members to
observe a proper order of authority.
Christ is the head of the human race by
right of creation and redemption. His
name is the name above every name.
(See Philippians 2:9.) He is the head
over al things to each church. (See Eph-
esians 1:22; Colossians 1:18.) Man is
head over the woman. (See Genesis
3:16.) The husband is to be the head of
the household. Ephesians 5:23, 24 states,
“For the husband is the head of the wife,
even as Christ is the head of the church:
and he is the saviour of the body. There-
fore as the church is subject unto Christ,
so let the wives be to their own husbands
in every thing.” The woman is not to
take the place of authority over the man
in worship. (See 1 Timothy 2:12.) Noth-
ing the woman does should elevate her to
a place of superiority over the man in
worship. God set the proper order of
authority in worship.

Paul challenged the church members
to use proper reverence in worship.
Psalm 89:7 states, “God is greatly to be
feared in the assembly of the saints, and
to be had in reverence of all them that are

about him.” The manner of persona
attire reveal s an attitude of submission or
rebellion. Proper reverence demands
every church member dress in a manner
that reflects areverential attitude of sub-
mission to God. A man prayed with his
head uncovered because his only superi-
or authority in worship is Christ and the
church. The woman prayed with her
head covered in order to reflect an atti-
tude of submission. Any form of attire
that blurs the line of distinction or
authority between the man and the
woman is inappropriate for worship. The
man as head of the household has the
responsibility to oversee the manner of
dressfor hishousehold. When Jacob pre-
pared to bring his family to worship at
the atar at Beth-el, he said, “Be clean,
and change your garments’ (Gen. 35:2).
Cleanliness in attire expresses proper
reverence for worship.

Paul reminded church members to
observe the common practice of the
church. The word custom means “ usage
or common practice.” Church members
should not be so contentious as to try to
mount arevolt against the common prac-
tices of a church. The man is made for
the glory of God, made in the image of
God and made different from a woman.
The woman is made for the glory of the
man, made of the man and made differ-
ent from aman. Only those church mem-
bers with a rebellious attitude would
mount a personal campaign against the
common practices of their churches. If
church members continue to submit to
the common practices of their churches,
the church will continue to honor God
with reverence in proper behavior. The
only reason to change common practice
in a church is when that practice con-
flictswith the clear teaching of the Bible.
When all members observe the common
practices of a church, thereisno quarrel,
strife or dispute in that church.
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BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE

1 Chronicles 16:27-29. True worship
gives God the glory that is due His name.
True worship is beautiful in holiness, in
offering, in His presence, in gladness and
in power. True worship gives God the
glory by recognizing the sacrificial offer-
ing by which Jesus gave Himself on the
cross. True worship gives God the glory
from a redeemed people made holy by
Jesus Christ. True worship gives God the
glory by coming before His presence
with rgjoicing. True worship gives God
the glory by prayerfully relying on His
almighty power. Those who truly wor-
ship carry with them an overflowing
gladness springing up from within. True
worship helps God's people shine bright-
ly in witness and in influence before the
world. True worship gives al the glory
to God. God gets glory only from true
worship.

John 4:20-24. Jesus explained true
worship in terms of giving glory to the
Father. Heathen or pagan worship is
ignorant worship. Jesus said, “Ye wor-
ship ye know not what.” True worship is
according to the doctrines of truth by
those who have investigated, examined
and discovered what God has command-
ed. Jesus said, “We know what we wor-
ship.” God gets glory from and seeks
people who will worship Him in Spirit
and in truth. The word spirit refers to an
attitude of reverence and submission.
The word truth means “manifest, redl,
fact, ideal or genuine.” God has mani-
fested His doctrines of truth in the Bible.
Sound doctrineisthe only ideal and gen-
uine message in worship. True also
means “lawful.” Must means “necessary
or binding.” Worship according to sound
doctrine is the only type God approves.
God demands separation from false wor-
ship. (See 2 Corinthians 6:14-17.)

1 Thessalonians 2:9-12. True wor-
ship requires the preaching of the gospel.
True worship demands church members
and preachers who are holy, just and
above reproach. The biblical qualifica-
tions of preachers demand that they “be
blameless, the husband of one wife, vig-
ilant, sober, of good behaviour” (1 Tim.
3:2.) A pastor must also “have a good
report of them which are without; lest he
fall into reproach and the snare of the
devil” (verse 7). Deacons should follow
the same high standard. First Timothy
3:10 states, “And let these also first be
proved; then let them use the office of a
deacon, being found blameless.” If male
church members are to qualify as candi-
dates for the ministry or for deacons,
they must live by the same standard.
Holily refers to purity from defilement.
Justly means “righteous in character or
in action.” Unblameably means “fault-
lessly.” Those who participate in true
worship should live by a proper behavior
before the world and in the sanctuary.

1 Timothy 3:14-16. Paul taught Tim-
othy the importance of proper behavior
in the house of God. Know means “to be
aware, to consider, to understand or to be
sure.” Timothy needed to be sure what
congtituted proper behavior in worship.
Oughtest means “necessary.” Behave
thyself refers to turning about in a place
or to conduct oneself. Paul’s instructions
concerning how to behave properly in
worship was not just for Timothy but for
al the members of a New Testament
church. Proper behavior in worship for-
bids disorder, unruliness, anything inap-
propriate or anything disgraceful. It also
includes the demeanor. The demeanor
would include body language such as
facial expressions and other expressions
of disgust or disapproval. Paul defined
acceptable worship as the “ church of the
living God, the pillar and ground of the
truth” (1 Tim. 3:15).
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RELEVANCE OF THE TEXT

Proper behavior in true worship
demands men to be distinctively men
and women to be distinctively women.
Paul addressed hairstyle and attire. Both
men and women have the responsibility
to honor God by doing what is right in
these areas. In worship, the standard is
still “whatsoever ye do, do al to the
glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31).Giving God
the glory in such matters settles every
question of proper behavior in worship.
Each gender should honor God above all
others.

Giving God the glory by appropriate
behavior in worship raises the question
of culture. Glory to God is a higher stan-
dard than any culture. Culture has
become the fashionable word to excuse
improper behavior in worship. Those
who blindly devote themselvesto culture
will lose the concept of true worship.
Some may love the worship style so
much that they lose the concept of God.
Cultureisthe way the world thinks. First
John 2:15-17 states, “Love not the
world, neither the things that are in the
world. If any man love the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. For all
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh,
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life, is not of the Father, but is of the
world. And the world passeth away, and
the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will
of God abideth for ever.” Cultureis often
godless or decadent. Culture approves
things the world loves in religion.
Romans 12:2 states, “And be not con-
formed to this world: but be ye trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind,
that ye may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”
God's standard is different from worldly
culture. Isaiah 55:8, 9 states, “For my
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither
are your ways my ways, saith the Lorb.
For as the heavens are higher than the

earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts.” Some perceive culture as
being more vauable than God's com-
mands. In every culture, proper behavior
in worship is that which gives God the

glory.
CONTEMPORARY APPLICATION

When God's people fail to behave
properly in worship, the line between the
sacred and the secular is erased. Culture
becomes old or outmoded. The concept
of giving glory to God by proper behav-
ior in worship will always be God's stan-
dard. Modern society forms cultura
standards and practices by worldly-
minded people who continue to make
choices of selfishness, self-seeking and
self-fulfillment. When society reaches
the point that culture demands what
pleases an individual and no one else
matters, then that society has made cul-
ture its god. People seek to worship on
their own terms, aworship that makes no
demands on their behavior. Proper
behavior in true worship demands
church members, pastors and missionar-
ies give God the glory in proper behav-
ior.

Proper behavior in worship rests on
the foundation of the absolute values
found in the Bible. Worship deteriorates
into pagan practices when godly values
are discarded for relativism. The term
relativismisthe ideathat what is true for
one may not be true for another and what
is right at one place or time may not be
right in another. The Bible must be the
guiding principle that converts cultural
practices into acceptable behavior for
worship that gives glory to God. Ungod-
ly attire and hairstyles may be consid-
ered an attitude of rebellion to God.
Rebellion is never proper behavior for
waorship.
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LESSON 5

March 30, 2003

Challenge To Observe
the Lord’s Supper Worthily

Lesson Text: 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.

Background Scripture: Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:19, 20; John 15:1-5; 1 Co-

rinthians 5:7-11.

Aim: By the conclusion of this lesson the students will explain different atti-

tudes toward the Lord’s Supper.

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS

Jesus Took Bread, Matthew 26:26-
30.

On the night He was betrayed, Jesus
met privately with the charter members
of His church. Judas left before Jesus
gave the Lord's Supper. The church met
with Jesus for the Passover meal. The
unleavened bread and fruit of the vine
were available at the time. Jesus gave the
ordinance called the Lord’'s Supper to
His church.

“As they were eating” the Passover
meal, Jesus took unleavened bread. He
prayed and gavethanks. He said, “Thisis
my body.” The unleavened bread is a
symbol or a picture designed as a memo-
rial to the body of Jesus. Jesus suffered
many wounds, bruises and cuts. He felt
the sharp pricks of the thorny crown. He
felt every lash as the cruel scourging
dliced the flesh to the bone. He endured
every blow as they mockingly dared
Him to prophesy who struck Him. He
accepted the piercing pain of the nails
through His hands and feet. He bore up
under the humiliation when they spit on
Him. He dismissed His spirit before the

sword entered His side. Although the
flesh was perforated in many places, no
bones were broken. Jesus took the
unleavened bread to give His churches a
memoria of His body that was given to
the death of the cross.

Jesus also took the cup, the fruit of
the vine. His blood must have been visi-
ble on His brow where the crown of
thorns had been crushed down on His
head. His back must have seeped blood
in many places. His hands and His feet
were bloody. He bled from the wound in
His side after having sacrificed His
blood to do the will of the Father to pay
the sin debt of mankind. The fruit of the
vine symbolizes the precious blood that
Jesus shed purposefully. None of His
blood was spilled accidentally. The un-
leavened bread and fruit of thevineillus-
trate Jesus' death as a memorial for His
churches.

EXAMINING THE TEXT

1 Corinthians 11:17-34. The church
at Corinth needed some correction and
some instruction concerning the Lord’s
Supper. The Lord’s Supper is a church
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ordinance given by Christ to His church
on the last night of His earthly ministry.
In spite of its abuses and errors in its
Lord’s Supper observances, the church at
Corinth was still a church. Paul gave it
instructions for the Lord’s Supper con-
cerning problems to avoid (verses 17-
22), practices to follow (verses 23-26)
and the proper manner (verses 27-33).
The Lord’'s Supper must be restricted to
church members. (See 1 Corinthians
5:11-13.)

Paul mentioned several problemsthe
church members at Corinth should avoid
when preparing to observe the Lord's
Supper. Paul taught the Lord’'s Supper
was to be observed when a church gath-
ered together as one body in Christ. The
Lord's Supper could not be done scrip-
turally if there were divisions in the
membership. It was not proper to ob-
serve the Lord’'s Supper if some mem-
bers approved heresy. Heresy is fase
doctrine. The Lord’s Supper could not be
done properly if some church members
were drunk. It could not be done proper-
ly if some church members approached
the memorial church ordinance as a feast
or fellowship meal. The Lord's Supper
could not be done properly if some mem-
bers used it as an occasion to boast of
things that others did not have. The
Lord’s house and the Lord's Supper must
be treated as different from a church
member’s house or a feast at a church
member’s house.

Paul challenged church members to
follow scriptural practices when observ-
ing the Lord’s Supper. Having already
stated the Lord’s Supper was observed
only when a church came together as one
body in Christ, Paul went on to declare
the essential parts of a scriptural Lord’'s
Supper. Unleavened bread represents the
sinless body of Christ. The fruit of the
vine or the cup represents the sinless
blood of Christ. There is no magical or

mysterious power in the two elements
used in the Lord's Supper. They do not
literally become the body and blood of
Jesus. They have no saving power. They
are used only as a symbol and a memor-
ial. The purpose in observing the Lord’s
Supper istwofold. They are to remember
the Lord’s death and to remember His
promise to come again. When church
members keep the death and the promise
of the Lord’s coming again in view, the
Lord’'s Supper has the elements right
according to God's divine pattern.

Church members should approach the
Lord's Supper in the proper manner.
Each church member should examine
himself, starting with his experience of
salvation. If genuine, he should consider
his baptism. If scriptural, he should con-
sider if he isin good standing with the
church. If in good standing, he should
consider his motive for observing the
Lord's Supper. Church members should
observe the Lord’s Supper as an act of
obedience. Unworthily means “to treat
the Lord's Supper as a feast or fellow-
ship meal, a common meal rather than a
sacred and symbolic memorial.” Damna-
tion means “condemnation.” God will
surely judge those who approach the
Lord's Supper with the wrong motive or
in the wrong manner. Discerning means
“to make a difference.” Since the Lord’s
Supper deals with the Lord's death, it
should be approached with reverence
and sincerity according to the biblica
pattern. Some church members had been
judged by God with sickness or death for
taking the Lord's Supper in an unworthy
manner. Church members who examine
themselves need not worry about God's
judgment.

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE

Mark 14:22-25. Jesus ingtituted the
Lord’'s Supper in the presence of the
eleven apostles, charter members of His
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church. Judas had just left. (See John
13:26-30.) Although they had gathered
to eat the Passover meal together, Jesus
gave His church a new ordinance. The
church ordinance called the Lord's Sup-
per was restricted. All church members
and all believers were not present. (See
Acts 1:15.) Jesus gave the Lord’'s Supper
asamemorial of His death.

Luke 22:19, 20. Jesus used the occa-
sion of the Passover meal to prepare His
church for His coming death. He had
predicted His death on numerous occa
sions. His apostles did not understand
the teaching of Jesus' death, burial and
resurrection until after He was risen. He
gave the purpose of the Lord’'s Supper in
His words, “This do in remembrance of
me.” He shed His blood for “you,” His
church. Acts 20:28 states, “The church
of God, which he hath purchased with
his own blood.”

John 15:1-5. The church member
should view the Lord’s Supper as a
reviving experience, a time of spiritual
nourishment. Jesus spoke to His church
members by referring to them as branch-
es. These verses contradict the church-
branch theory of the Protestants who
believe each branch isa different denom-
ination. Each church member is a
branch. The Lord’s Supper is a memori-
a that reminds church members of the
necessity of abiding in Christ.

1 Corinthians 5:7-11. The Lord’'s
Supper is for church members in good
standing. Leaven represents sin. If there
is sin in a church member’s life that
requires church discipline, a church
needs to take care of the matter before
observing the Lord’'s Supper. The Lord’s
Table should not be a table of wicked-
ness. A church should not participate in
the Lord's Supper with church members
guilty of immorality, covetousness,

extortion or false worship if the ordi-
nance is done in purity.

RELEVANCE OF THE TEXT

The New Testament teaching con-
cerning the Lord's Supper mandates
some necessities. These include partici-
pation by members in good standing
only in thelocal church of their member-
ship, unleavened bread and fruit of the
ving it is a memoria when a church is
gathered together at the appointed timeit
has determined. First Corinthians 11:25
states, “This do ye, as oft asye drink it.”
Like the church at Corinth, every New
Testament church has the right to decide
when and how often it will observe the
Lord’s Supper.

There are some obvious misunder-
standings about the Lord’s Supper. It is
not designed for unity among believers.
It is not given for Christian unity. It is
not a Christian ordinance. It is not a
sacrament, that is, it is not for salvation.
The blood of Jesus one has received for
salvation is not enough to make one wor-
thy to participate in any Lord’s Supper. It
is not a love feast. It is not a fellowship
meal. These misunderstandings about
the Lord's Supper lead many to approve
the unscriptural practice called open
communion.

CONTEMPORARY APPLICATION

Any alteration from the divine pattern
destroys the picture of the Lord's death.
The unleavened bread is one loaf that
represents Christ’s body to the church
body. First Corinthians 10:17 states,
“For we being many are one bread, and
one body: for we are al partakers of that
one bread.” This“we" refersto the local
church. It has a number of members who
may receive the Lord's Supper at the
same time. These act as one body in
Christ when participating in the Lord’'s
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Supper together. Church members who
participate must discern the Lord's body
offered as a sacrifice on Calvary.

Church members benefit from the
Lord’s Supper by taking a look back at
the cross and alook ahead to the coming
of the Lord. A look back at the cross
motivates and encourages church mem-
bers to do the work of the Great Com-

UL

mission. (See Matthew 28:19, 20.) A
look ahead to the coming of the Lord
reminds church members there is a great
urgency to work for the Lord while there
is opportunity. (See Romans 13:11-14.)
Paul challenged the church at Corinth to
unite in the reviving experience of the
Lord's Supper observed according to the
biblical pattern.

Have you placed @ your literature order?
L=
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LESSON 6

April 6, 2003

Challenge To Equip Church Members

Lesson Text: 1 Corinthians 12:1-31.

Background Scripture: Acts 13:1, 2; Romans 12:3-8; Ephesians 4:7-12;

5:18, 19.

Aim: By the conclusion of this lesson the students will understand that spiri-
tual gifts were given to equip the members of the early churches for ser-

vice.

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS

The Purpose of Spiritual Gifts,
Ephesians 4:12-15.

Christ gave some gifts designed to
equip church membersfor service. These
gifts Christ gave His church for the
express purpose of fully outfitting each
church member for the work of the Lord,
for doing the service God had appointed
and for building up the New Testament
church. Each church member needed
Christ’s enabling power to labor effec-
tively in his place of service.

Spiritual gifts were necessary to fully
equip church members until the Bible
was completed. Second Timothy 3:16,
17 states, “All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: that the man
of God may be perfect, throughly fur-
nished unto all good works.” Until the
Bible was completed, church members
needed spiritual giftsfor several reasons.
They needed help to bring God's people
into the unity of the faith. They needed
greater knowledge of the Son of God.
They needed more spiritual maturity.
They needed help to nourish childish

church members. They needed to stabi-
lize those who had been tossed by every
wind of doctrine. They needed to speak
the truth in love. They needed help to
assist a church in growing together as a
spiritual building fitly joined together.
When the Bible was completed, church
members were fully equipped, fully out-
fitted and thoroughly furnished with all
they needed for serving the Lord.

God's Word is completely sufficient
to enable church members to do God's
work and build up a church. James 1:25
states, “But whoso looketh into the per-
fect law of liberty, and continueth there-
in, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a
doer of the work, this man shal be
blessed in his deed.” God's Word
empowers church members to continue
in truth and to be energized in their
labors for the Lord.

EXAMINING THE TEXT

1 Corinthians 12:1-31. Paul beginsa
lengthy discussion of spiritual gifts. (See
1 Corinthians 12—14.) Paul explained
the purpose of spiritual gifts given to
church members in terms of leading
them to honor Christ in true worship
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(verses 1-3), supplying them for service
(verses 4-11), enabling them to labor
more effectively (verses 12-22) and
helping them grow together as one body
in Christ (verses 23-31.) These tempo-
rary spiritual gifts were necessary to
equip church members for service before
the completed Bible was given.

Spiritual gifts helped lead church
membersto honor Christ in true worship.
Church members were not left without
knowledge concerning the way of true
worship. The Holy Spirit operated in
church members at Corinth to keep them
from being led into idol worship or any
false worship. Spiritual gifts directed
church members to recognize, honor and
obey Jesus Christ the Lord in true wor-
ship and in faithful service.

Spiritual gifts supplied church mem-
bers so they were fully equipped for ser-
vice. As atoolbox may have severa dif-
ferent tools, there were several different
spiritua giftsthat church members need-
ed in the infancy of the church age
before the Bible was completed. “ Gifts’
are divinely granted endowments, some
of which were miraculous. A “miracle”
is an unusua demonstration of God's
mighty power. Administrations refers to
service categories, such as a teacher, a
deacon or other official duties. Opera-
tions means “effects or mighty works.”
“Manifestation” is exhibition. Profit
means “to give an advantage.” Severa
spiritual gifts are listed, including the
word of wisdom, the word of knowl-
edge, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy,
discerning of spirits, speaking in tongues
and the interpretation of tongues.
“Tongues’ were human languages. The
Holy Spirit distributed these to various
church members as He saw fit.

Spiritual gifts were given to church
members to enable them to labor more
effectively. Each of the churches at
Corinth, Rome, Ephesus and Colossae
was one complete body in Christ. (See 1

Corinthians 10:16, 17; Ephesians 1:22,
23; Colossians 1:18.) Ephesians 4:16
states, “ From whom the whole body fitly
joined together and compacted by that
which every joint supplieth, according to
the effectual working in the measure of
every part, maketh increase of the body
unto the edifying of itself in love.” As
one complete or whole body of Chrigt,
the church members at Corinth all had
necessary significance and value to the
church body in their respective roles of
service.

Some misinterpret 1 Corinthians
12:13 to teach the heresy called the bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit. The church was
immersed in the power of the Holy Spir-
it on Pentecost. It is false to assert that
any individual ever received baptism of
the Holy Spirit. Jesus said to His church,
“Ye shall be baptized with the Holy
Ghost not many days hence” (Acts 1:5).
The church Jesus built was immersed in
power of the Holy Spirit for the purpose
of providing strength necessary to fulfill
the Great Commission work in the
world. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is
not identical with salvation. The Holy
Spirit does not baptize individuals into a
universal, invisible body of Christ com-
posed of al the redeemed. There is no
such organization in the Bible. Individu-
als are born into the family of God, not
baptized. The baptism of the Holy Spirit
isfalsely considered by someto be a sec-
ond blessing. The Holy Spirit immedi-
ately indwells the saved person a the
point of salvation. This indwelling is
complete and full in the sense that one
gets all the Holy Spirit at salvation. First
Corinthians 12:13 literally means al
church members at Corinth were bap-
tized unto one kind of body. This is the
local church body, which is one body in
Christ with the authority for scriptura
baptism. (See Ephesians 4:5.) All church
members of the local church body at
Corinth were made to drink of the Holy
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Spirit. The Holy Spirit empowered the
church members at Corinth with spiritu-
al gifts needed to labor effectively until
the Bible was completed.

Spiritual gifts helped the church
members at Corinth to grow together as
one body in Christ. Tempered means
“combined, mixed or joined.” Church
members should rejoice together, suffer
together and serve together as one body
in Christ.

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE

Acts 13:1, 2. The Holy Spirit gave
the church at Antioch divine leadership.
He worked through the church members
in prophecy and in teaching. “Prophets’
were speakers inspired by the Holy Spir-
it who told forth the will and the way of
God more clearly. The gift of prophecy
was usually an extended speech that
included explanation or description.
“Teachers’ were instructors who system-
atically gave the right information about
doctrine. Jesus said, “Teaching them to
observe al things whatsoever | have
commanded you” (Matt. 28:20). The
Holy Spirit worked mightily through
church members who served faithfully.
Ministered means “performing duties in
worship, acts of obedience or deeds of
benevolence to relieve those in need.”
The Holy Spirit made known to Paul,
Barnabas and to the church at Antioch
that God had called Paul and Barnabasto
be missionaries.

Romans 12:3-8. The church at Rome
was one body in Christ. God the Holy
Spirit gave spiritual giftsto church mem-
bers to equip them for service. Dealt
means “to apportion, to distribute or to
divide.” God gave certain gifts to some
church members and others to other
church members. Throughout the whole
church body, there were members gifted
with the enabling power to do everything
necessary for the church to serve God

effectively. Paul gave another inspired
list of miraculous spiritual gifts. It
includes prophecy, ministering, exhort-
ing, giving, ruling and mercy with cheer-
fulness. “Exhortation” was comforting
or encouraging by going to the side of
and praying with another. Ruleth means
“to stand before, to preside over or to
give leadership.” Sheweth mercy means
“have compassion on by virtue of divine
grace.” The church members were total-
ly equipped to serve God effectively.

Ephesians 4:7-12. Church members
at Ephesus received various spiritua
gifts. They were entrusted with them to
fully equip them for service. The “gift”
of Christ refers to an offering or a sacri-
fice. The finished work of Christ includ-
ed suffering that sinners would have to
suffer if they had died without Christ and
were tormented in hell. After descending
to “the lower parts of the earth” (verse
9), Christ led forth those waiting for their
entrance into Heaven. The dead in Christ
were in the place called paradise or
Abraham’s bosom. (See Luke 16:22-31,;
23:43.) Jesus has “the keys of hell and of
death” (Rev. 1:18). Christ gave “gifts.”
Gifts means “something bestowed or
power received.” These temporary spiri-
tual gifts were endowments for church
members to build up the church before
the Bible was completed.

Ephesians 5:18, 19. “Be filled with
the Spirit” refers to yielding to the Holy
Spirit's leadership. Believers receive all
of the Holy Spirit at salvation. There is
no second blessing. The filling of the
Spirit is the believer yielding to God.
The believer does not get more of the
Holy Spirit. A child of God needs to be
filled with the Spirit. The filling of the
Holy Spirit does not refer to a miracu-
lous spiritual gift. The believer who
yields to the Holy Spirit or is filled by
the Spirit has a greater joy from within.
The Spirit-filled believer has aglad heart
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that makes him ableto rejoicein any cir-
cumstance, however difficult.

RELEVANCE OF THE TEXT

Church members are equipped for
service today by the Bible. True Baptists
have always held that the Bibleisthe all-
sufficient rule of faith and practice.
Rather than receiving miracul ous spiritu-
a gifts instantly as church members did
in New Testament days, it is God's plan
to prepare His servants by the study of
the Word of God. Second Timothy 2:15
states, “Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth.” A “workman” is atoiler, alaborer
or ateacher. A workman who tries to use
the wrong tools or does not know how to
use the right tools will be disgraced.
Rightly dividing comes from a word that
means “to make a straight cut or to dis-
sect, analyze, expound and understand”
the Bible correctly. The tools gained by
Bible study coupled with a prayerful
submission to the Holy Spirit equip
church members with every talent and
ability needed for achurch to do itswork
effectively.

Church members who turn to the
Bible for growth in persona maturity or
for greater understanding will not lack
any necessary tool for effective service
in and through the church of their mem-
bership. The Bible is God's permanent
and perfect gift that He gave to replace
the temporary miraculous spiritual gifts.
(See 1 Corinthians 13:8-10.) Second
Timothy 3:16, 17 “All scripture is given
by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness: that the
man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works.” Prof-
itable means “ serviceable or beneficial.”
Perfect means “completed.” Throughly
furnished means “to fully equip, as a
teacher.” Church members lack nothing

needed for service. In the Bible, God
provided al necessary tools for doing
His work. The need for better-equipped
church members reflects an alarming
degree of spiritua illiteracy by church
members. Church members are not pow-
erless without miraculous spiritual gifts.
They are more empowered through the
Bible.

CONTEMPORARY APPLICATION

Various church members have differ-
ent talents and abilities. Greater talents
or abilities in one area does not mean
church members with those are more
important than those who do not excel in
those same things. All the talents and all
the abilities of al the church members
are necessary for a church to function
effectively to accomplish the work God
has commanded to be done. Pastors, dea-
cons, teachers, adults and young people
should encourage each church member
to use his talents and abilities for the
glory of God. Too many are sitting back
with talents and abilities that are unused
because they have not been asked.
Church work should never be a one-man
operation. Every church member has
important talents and abilities that God
can use to further the cause of Christ.

Church members who have the prop-
er understanding of the Lesson Text will
not fall into the trap of the charismatics.
The church member who rightly divides
the Scripture understands that the time
and place for the use of miraculous spir-
itual gifts was in the infancy of the
church age before the Bible was com-
pleted. The fascination for the miracu-
lous spiritual gifts popularizes a quest
for gifts God does not give today. How-
ever, Satan is in the business of giving
people what they want in false religion.
Church members who are Bible trained
are totally equipped to serve God
through a New Testament church.
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LESSON 7

April 13, 2003

Challenge To Accept the Greatest Gift

Lesson Text: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13.

Background Scripture: John 3:14-18; 14:21-28; Romans 5:5-8; 8:35-39;

Ephesians 2:1-5; Revelation 1:1-5.

Aim: By the conclusion of this lesson the students will conclude that love is

the greatest gift.

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS
God IsLove, 1 John 4:8.

God gave the greatest gift for the
greatest good of the greatest number of
people. John 3:16 states, “For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life.” God offers the gift of His
love to every person. Salvation is the
greatest gift anyone could ever receive.
Second Corinthians 9:15 states, “ Thanks
be unto God for his unspeakable gift.”
God's gift of love in Christ Jesus accom-
plishes the great good of reconciling sin-
ful man with a just, holy and righteous
God. Salvation is much more than an
escape from hell. Those who are born
again have a personal relationship with
God based on His great love.

God is love. God's character and
attributes set Him apart from al others.
God islight and truth. He is the source of
real love. Love means “to dote on after
having made a deliberate choice.”
Romans 5:8 states, “But God com-
mendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us.” God loves all unbelievers as a

matter of character, principle, will and
duty. God could not be God if He were
not love and if He did not love unbeliev-
ers. God loves with sensitivity, intelli-
gence and consideration. God loves un-
believers, but He does not love their sins.
God's love for unbelievers is so great
that He did not spare His only Son.
Romans 8:32 states, “He that spared not
his own Son, but delivered him up for us
all, how shall he not with him also freely
give us al things?” God's love is com-
plete, unconditional and available to
every unbeliever for salvation.

God loves His children. Every child
of God may rest secure in the fact that
God loves him eternally. Romans 8:38,
39 states, “For | am persuaded, that nei-
ther death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin-
cipalities, nor powers, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall be
able to separate us from the love of God,
whichisin Christ Jesusour Lord.” God's
gift of love enabled Him to give Himself,
for Heislove.

EXAMINING THE TEXT

1 Corinthians 13:1-13. Paul catego-
rized spiritual gifts into groups. He
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taught that love is the greatest gift (vers-
es 1-7), some are temporary gifts (verses
8-10) and some are abiding gifts (verses
11-13). Thisinspired commentary on the
subject of spiritual gifts helped the
church members at Corinth to view, to
understand and to value spiritua gifts
the same way God does.

Paul described love as the greatest
gift. He compared it to the gift of
tongues, the gift of prophecy, the gift of
understanding mysteries, the gift of
knowledge and to the gift of faith. The
gift of “tongues’ means languages.
Though | speak means “if.” If a man
could speak like an angel, it would be
wasted without the gift of love. It is
falsely asserted that there is a devotional
language of angels by which some peo-
ple speak praises to God. See the previ-
ous lesson concerning the error of the
baptism of the Holy Spirit. Paul conclud-
ed love is greater than all other spiritual
gifts. Other spiritua gifts without love
remain as valueless as an indistinct trum-
pet blast or a cymbal crash. One's self-
sacrifice without love leaves him as
worthless as a nobody. Good deeds and
selfless compassion for needy humanity
without love remains as profitless as a
zero. Love is long-suffering, kind, not
envious, does not exalt itself and does
not have too high an opinion of itself.
Love always behaves properly and
appropriately, seeksto help others, refus-
esto be provoked and does not think evil
of others. Love does not delight in evil
doing. Loverejoicesin truth. Love bears
up under difficult burdens, continues to
believe, rests in hope and cheerfully
endures all circumstances. Love is the
greatest gift. (See 1 Corinthians 12:31;
13:13)

Paul instructed the church members
at Corinth concerning the temporary
spiritual gifts. Temporary spiritual gifts
were given to aid the New Testament
churches until the completion of the

Word of God. Paul said, “Prophecies,
they shall fail; whether there be tongues,
they shall cease; whether there be
knowledge, it shall vanish away” (1 Cor.
13:8). Paul used three expressions to
explain the temporary nature of miracu-
lous spiritual gifts. Fail means “to
become useless, be abolished, cease or
be done away.” Cease means “to be
restrained, to quit or to come to an end.”
Vanish away is the same word as “fail.”
Temporary spiritual gifts were given as
partial messages from God. They were
much like a piece of a jigsaw puzzle.
When God gave the Bible, He gave the
whole truth. The Bible completed the
puzzle of God's revelation. There is no
further need for the temporary gifts.
God's Word is “the perfect law of liber-
ty, and continueth therein, he being not a
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work,
this man shall be blessed in his deed”
(James 1:25). Some incorrectly attempt
to identify the perfect thing that was to
come as the second coming of Christ.
When the Bible was completed about
AD 100, God withdrew the temporary
miraculous spiritual gifts.

Paul referred to spiritual immaturity
and the need to mature in the Lord. Paul
matured after three years of personal
instruction by the Lord. He urged church
members at Corinth to be mature enough
to seek the greatest gift. A child of God
who looks into the Bible will find his
condition as clearly revealed asafacein
amirror. When the Bible was completed,
Paul understood he would be able to see
himself as God saw him. After the com-
pletion of the Bible, only three spiritual
gifts abide. Of those three, the greatest
spiritual gift islove.

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE

John 3:14-18. Jesus went to Calvary
asthe gift of God for salvation. Salvation
also will keep men from perishing in
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hell. God's plan involved Jesus being
lifted up on the cross. (See Galatians
3:13.) Jesus became the Lamb of God
sacrificed to pay the sin debt of humani-
ty in full. God loves sinful men so much
that He gives them the opportunity to
repent, trust and ask God for salvation.
Those who die unsaved will spend eter-
nity in hell forever.

John 14:21-28. God loves obedience.
Those who love God demonstrate their
love by obeying His commands. Judas
Iscariot did not understand God'’s love.
God's love abides within His children.
God's love brings comfort, peace and
rejoicing. God's great |ove provided the
Holy Spirit as another divine guide for
His churches.

Romans 5:5-8. God showers His
love in the hearts of His children. Chil-
dren of God know the love of God in
them by the witness of the indwelling
Holy Spirit. Heroic people would choose
to die for a good cause or for others
deemed worthy. God sent His Son Jesus
to die for those who were unworthy,
ungodly and unrighteous. God loves sin-
ners.

Romans 8:35-39. God'sloveisaper-
manent gift to al His children. Who
shall “separate us from the love of
Christ?” No one can. Who can defeat
those who are loved by Christ? No one
can. What circumstance has the ability to
render God's love unimportant? Thereis
none. God's love is permanently im-
planted in the hearts of His children.

Ephesians 2:1-5. God's love is evi-
dent in His great mercy. His love is
greater than the sinfulness of al unbe-
lievers. God loves the disobedient, the
ones whose lives are controlled by the
devil and the ones who are trapped in
sexua addiction or other fleshly lusts.
God loves every sinner. God has the abil-

ity to save any sinner by grace through
faith.

Revelation 1:1-5. The testimony of
Christ reveas the great love of God. The
testimony of Jesus reveals a God who
loves mankind so much that He is will-
ing to wash “us from our sinsin hisown
blood” (verse 5). Washed means “to
destroy, dissolve or melt.” “Sins’ are
offenses toward God or anything that
misses the mark of God's holy standard
for morality or doctrine. Jesus' blood is
the only stain remover for sin.

RELEVANCE OF THE TEXT

Lovefulfills God's commands. Asthe
greatest virtue, love enables the child of
God to reflect Christ more than anything
else. Galatians 5:6, 7 states, “ For in Jesus
Christ neither circumcision availeth any
thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith
which worketh by love. Ye did run well;
who did hinder you that ye should not
obey the truth?’ Love works for God
according to the truth. Ephesians 4:15
states, “But speaking the truth in love,
may grow up into him in all things,
which is the head, even Christ.”
Although there is much being touted as
godly love by followers of falsereligion,
real love for God must be found in a
New Testament church. When people do
not love the truth, anything they say is
suspect. Church members who love God
should have such a great love that it out-
shines anything that passes for godly
love.

Jesus lived the life of love. It bears
repeating that Jesus is the perfect exam-
ple of love. (See 1 Corinthians 13:4-7.)
The passage may be read with His name
substituted for “charity” in order to get
the deepest significance of the text.
Jesus' life makes an obvious contrast
with anything else that is called love.
Church members who want to shine for
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Jesus need to let His love work through
them.

CONTEMPORARY APPLICATION

The many problems of the world
reveal a genuine need for God's love to
be shed abroad. The problems of a lack
of peace, violence, the shedding of inno-
cent blood and the rampant wickedness
on display illustrate a culture devoted to
ungodliness even while seeking to be
loved. Mankind still needs to be pointed
to the truth that love must be defined in
terms of Jesus Christ.

Love is an action word. Love sent
Jesus to the cross. Love held Him there.
Love caused Him to sacrifice His blood
for the whole world, including those who
do not want to hear about Jesus. Jesus

it's later than you think.

considered love agreat enough motive to
willingly give His life for others. He did
not meet some needs or any needs, Jesus
met the world’s greatest need of a Savior.

Church members need to use the
three abiding spiritual gifts of faith, hope
and love in faithful service to God until
Jesus comes. Those who truly reflect
godly love will live by standards that
God has given in the Bible. Church
members may move forward in the
power of God to witness of the love of
Christ to a world hopelessly tangled in
sin. Even in failure, persecution or dis-
couragement, church members may find
love the only motive to help them con-
tinue to serve God in these troubled
times. God's greatest gift is still needed
today.
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LESSON 8

April 20, 2003

Challenge To Under stand Spiritual Gifts

Lesson Text: 1 Corinthians 14:1-22.

Background Scripture: Matthew 7:21-23; Acts 8:14-21; James 1:16, 17.

Aim: By the conclusion of this lesson the students will discuss abuses of spir-

itual gifts then and now.

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS

Establishing the Saints, Romans
1:11-13.

Paul attempted to establish and equip
the church at Rome by using his spiritu-
a gifts. Paul did not have the Bible to
establish and equip church members.
Paul referred to spiritua gifts he could
share with them. Impart means “to give,
to share or to transfer to another.” Paul
could not impart the power of the Holy
Spirit or miraculous spiritual giftsto oth-
ers. Paul had a responsibility to use his
own talents and abilities to strengthen
that church. Paul’s “spiritua gifts’ were
non-carnal mental attitudes or principles
of behavior formed by the leadership of
the Holy Spirit. “Gifts” were of divine or
human origin. God intends a preacher’s
talents and abilities to strengthen the
Lord’s churches. (See Ephesians 4:11,
12.) Paul had a great opportunity to share
spiritual attitudes and principles of
behavior that would greatly enhance the
effectiveness of the church at Rome.

Every church needs to be established
in purpose and in doctrine. Established
means “to be steadfast, to strengthen, to
confirm, to be solid, to be stable or to
turn in a certain direction.” Church
members need to take a stand concerning

the purpose of the church. (See Matthew
28:18-20.) Great Commission work is
gtill the only purpose God has given
New Testament churches. Church mem-
bers need to be steadfast in sound doc-
trine. Ephesians 4:14, 15 states, “That
we henceforth be no more children,
tossed to and fro, and carried about with
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of
men, and cunning craftiness, whereby
they lie in wait to deceive; but speaking
the truth in love, may grow up into him
in al things, which is the head, even
Christ.” Churches that are established in
purpose and in doctrine “contend for the
faith which was once delivered unto the
saints’ (Jude 3). Established churches
have the ability to make informed deci-
sions in the will of God that bear much
fruit.

EXAMINING THE TEXT

1 Corinthians 14:1-22. Paul instruct-
ed the church at Corinth concerning the
proper perspective of spiritua gifts. He
explained the value of the gift of prophe-
cy (verses 1-5), the value of understand-
ing (verses 6-11), the value of strength-
ening that church (verses 12-17) and the
value of spiritual maturity (verses 18-
22). The immature church members at
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Corinth placed the wrong value on spiri-
tual gifts.

The value of the gift of prophecy rests
in words that edify, exhort and comfort.
Edification means “to build up, to dome
up as in an architectural structure or a
temple.” The doming-up process of
teaching God's truth builds up the Lord’s
churches. Any practice designed to exalt
individual church members will not
build up achurch. Exhortation means“to
invite, to beseech or to challenge.” When
God's truths are taught, church members
are challenged to do God's will. “Com-
fort” is encouragement. The Word of
God gives encouragement to discour-
aged church members. Spiritual gifts
were not given to exalt individual church
members. God distributed spiritual gifts
for the purpose of better equipping the
church to do God's will. The phrase
unknown tongue refers to human lan-
guages that the hearers could not under-
stand. Paul valued the gift of prophecy
because it enabled church membersto be
built up by instruction and encourage-
ment from God.

Paul emphasized the value of under-
standing. Profit means “usefulness, ben-
efit or advantage.” There is no profit in
the gift of revelation, the gift of knowl-
edge, the gift of prophecy or the presen-
tation of sound doctrine if the hearer is
unable to understand the message. The
word tongues refers to human languages.
Musical instruments may be skillfully
played so that melodies are recognized.
The trumpet call may sound out the com-
mand to retreat or to charge. Soldiers
who understand the trumpet call have the
ability to do what iscommanded. Church
members cannot obey God’'s commands
unless they are given in an understand-
able language. “Voices’ are tones, noise,
sounds or languages. “Signification” is
meaning or understanding. A “barbar-
ian” is a foreigner who speaks another

language. Every church member needs
to understand God's message.

Paul reminded the church members at
Corinth of the value of strengthening the
church. Church members who excel
work to strengthen the church. Excel
means “to abound in quantity or quality.”
Church members should pray for and
seek those things that enable them to
build up a church. A message in a
“tongue” or human language must be
interpreted in order to be fruitful or use-
ful for the church. “Unfruitful” is barren.
Praying, singing, teaching and preaching
can be fruitful only when the message is
understood. The word unlearned comes
from a word that 1ooks like the English
word idiot. It refers to one who does not
know much. Amen means “truly, surely
or so be it.” Amens have great value in
affirming or confirming one's belief in
the message preached. Even expressions
of thanksgiving will not build up church
members if they do not understand what
has been said.

Paul valued spiritual maturity. He
encouraged church members to use five
understandable words rather than ten
thousand that could not be understood.
Be not children in understanding refers
to spiritual immaturity. “Malice” is evil
or wickedness. Church members should
be asinnocent as small children concern-
ing the ways of wickedness. Paul chal-
lenged church members to be mature in
understanding God's message. Paul
guoted an Old Testament passage to
prove the value of spiritual maturity. Isa-
iah 28:11, 12 states, “For with stammer-
ing lips and another tongue will he speak
to this people. To whom he said, Thisis
the rest wherewith ye may cause the
weary to rest; and this is the refreshing:
yet they would not hear.” Like Isragl,
church members are sometimes so
immature that they refuse to hear and
heed God's message. Before the Bible
was completed, the gift of tongues was
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given for the benefit of unbelievers who
spoke other languages so that they might
hear and believe God’'s message in their
own language. The gift of prophecy was
given for church members to understand
God's message. Spiritual maturity re-
quires church members to know and do
God's will.

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE

Matthew 7:21-23. There is great
power and authority in the name of
Jesus. Some who use the name Jesus do
not do so by His power or by His author-
ity. Power to do miracul ous things comes
from two sources. God enabled church
members to use miraculous spiritual
gifts before the Bible was completed.
Unbelievers may do miraculous works
by Satan’s power. “Wonderful works’
are deeds by miraculous power. The mir-
acle workers Jesus described did not
know the Lord as their personal Savior.
Their miraculous power must have come
from Satan. Satan gave his servants the
ability to prophesy, to cast out devils and
to do miraculous works. Even though the
devil is able to give his servants miracu-
lous power, they are unable to resist the
power of God. All unbelieversincluding
those who do miraculous deeds by
Satan’s power will spend eternity in hell.
There are many religious people and
some who are called miracle workers
who do not have a personal relationship
with God. “Iniquity” is wickedness that
transgresses the law. It iswicked for peo-
ple to claim to know Christ, to claim to
worship Him and to claim to do miracles
by His power when they are unsaved.

Acts 8:14-21. Each of these Samari-
tans were born again and scripturaly
baptized with the exception of Simon the
sorcerer. Simon made a false profession
of faith. Hisfalse profession rendered his
baptism null and void. Simon reveadled a
greedy, unrepentant heart by disclosing

his desire to receive the power of the
Holy Spirit. The Samaritans were
indwelled by the Holy Spirit in Histotal-
ity a the moment of their savation.
Receive the Holy Ghost refers to the
energizing power the Holy Spirit gave
church members for the work God com-
manded them to do. Fallen upon means
“to light upon.” The Holy Spirit empow-
ering of the whole church on Pentecost
was a once-for-all event that was never
repeated. This passage of Scripture does
not teach a second blessing, the erro-
neous belief that after salvation one may
get more of the Holy Spirit. This passage
does not teach the baptism of the Holy
Spirit. These Samaritan church members
were energized by the Holy Spirit or
filled with the power of the Holy Spirit
to do miraculous things to confirm their
testimony of Jesus Christ and the mes-
sage of salvation.

James 1:16, 17. James encouraged
followers of Jesus not to err. Err means
“to go astray or to wander out of the way
of truth.” There are many errors con-
cerning a misunderstanding of the pur-
pose and duration of miraculous spiritu-
al gifts. God gave temporary miraculous
spiritua giftsto equip His churches until
He gave the completed Bible as a perma-
nent and perfect gift. The permanent gift
of the Bible replaced the temporary
miraculous spiritual gifts. The Bibleisa
good and perfect gift that came from
Heaven. James used the word gift to
refer to something given. Perfect means
“complete, of full age or mature.” The
temporary miraculous spiritual gifts
were given to equip the churches in the
infancy of the church age. The Bible was
given as a perfect gift to equip the
churches throughout the duration of the
church age. Every perfect gift is from
God. The Father of lights refers to the
luminous shining forth of God's great
glory. While God has “no variableness”
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in that He does not change, He does
change His methods of operation.

RELEVANCE OF THE TEXT

God ceased using miraculous spiritu-
al gifts with the completion of the Bible
about AD 100. (See 1 Corinthians 13:8-
10.) The key versefor this lesson reveals
God's desire for church members. First
Corinthians 14:12 states, “Seek that ye
may excdl to the edifying of the church.”
The fascination with miraculous spiritu-
al gifts revived around the turn of the
twentieth century. Since God has ceased
working by this method, one may be sure
that the fascination with miraculous spir-
itual giftsis of demonic origin. Miracu-
lous things by demonic power will not
build up the Lord’s churches.

The relevance of this key verse rests
on the need for church members to seek
to build up the church of their member-
ship. Few church members excel accord-
ing to God's viewpoint. Many church
members may be considered to excel by
human reasoning. Faithfulnessto sit on a
pew may be considered by some to be
excellence. Giving a large offering may
be considered by some to be excellence.
While faithful attendance and systematic
giving are parts of God's plan for church
members, God expects more from those
who excel. (See Hebrews 10:25; 1
Corinthians 16:2.) Every word, every
lesson taught, every practice, every ser-
mon should be carefully scrutinized with
regard to its effect on a church. Church
members who excel must say, “Hear; for
I will speak of excellent things; and the
opening of my lips shall be right things’
(Prov. 8:6). Each church member should
ask himself, am | building up the
church? The sound preachers of a previ-
ous generation believed and taught the
doming-up process of “teaching them to

observe al things whatsoever | have
commanded you: and, lo, | am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world.
Amen” (Matt. 28:20). God adds His
power and blessings upon churches and
church members who build up churches
by presenting biblical truths “precept
upon precept, precept upon precept; line
upon line, line upon line; here a little,
and there alittle” (Isa. 28:13).

CONTEMPORARY APPLICATION

The charismatic movement may be
recognized as people who promote the
use of spiritual gifts today. One such gift
ismiracles. Pastors and members of New
Testament churches should avoid terms
and expressions charismatics use. One
such expression to be avoided is “God
told me to do this,” implying that God
spoke to them audibly. Thisis extra-bib-
lica revelation. Because the Bible is
complete and the al-sufficient rule of
faith and practice, church members and
pastors would be wise to avoid this pit-
fal of the devil. God's revelation is
complete. No extra-biblical revelation is
inspired of God, whether it is called
tongues, prophecy, knowledge or dis-
cernment. Note that those who have
embraced and promoted the statement
“God told me to do this’ have departed
from the faith. They have given God
credit for things He has not done.

What islacking in many churchesisa
sound, solid and thorough biblical
instructional program that is conducive
to spiritual growth. A biblically knowl-
edgeable church membership is poten-
tially a strong church. Philippians 1:10
states, “ That ye may approve things that
are excellent; that ye may be sincere and
without offence till the day of Christ.” It
is vital that church members approve
only those things that God approves.
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LESSON 9

April 27, 2003

Challenge To Emphasize Priorities

Lesson Text: 1 Corinthians 14:23-40.

Background Scripture: Matthew 6:33; Mark 13:10; Romans 1:16; 15:17-20;
2 Corinthians 8:5; 1 Thessalonians 5:19, 20; 1 John 4:6; Revelation 1:11,

17.

Aim: By the conclusion of this lesson the students will understand the priori-
ty of decency and order in the Lord’s churches.

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS

The Preeminent One, Colossians
1:18.

When priorities are considered, Jesus
must be first! He is the head, the One at
the head of the line. Preeminence means
“first in rank, time, place or importance.”
He is the first to be considered in every
decision. Church members should first
ask themselves the following questions.
What would Jesus do? Would this please
God? Does this put God first? Every
church member should give Jesus the
preeminence in all things.

If Jesus is the preeminent One in al
things, He must be honored above all
others. Every decision in a church should
honor the Lord. Jesusis the head of each
New Testament church. In the same way
that the head controls the physical body,
Jesus Christ commands, controls, directs
and empowers each church to accom-
plish His work. (See Matthew 28:19,
20.) A church is alocal, visible body of
scripturally baptized believers who have
covenanted together for the purpose of
carrying out the Great Commission by
New Testament principles. Jesus is pre-
eminent in the church He built because

He “loved the church, and gave himself
for it" (Eph. 5:25). Jesus loved the
church so much that He purchased it
“with his own blood” (Acts 20:28). His
will should be a greater priority than any
other.

Jesus is the beginning. Beginning
means “chief cornerstone or head of the
corner.” Ephesians 2:20 states, “Jesus
Christ himself being the chief corner
stone.” Every life, every family, every
church and every nation built on Christ
the foundational Rock and chief corner-
stone will endure the test of time.
Matthew 7:24, 25 states, “Therefore
whosoever heareth these sayings of
mine, and doeth them, | will liken him
unto a wise man, which built his house
upon arock: and the rain descended, and
the floods came, and the winds blew, and
beat upon that house; and it fell not: for
it was founded upon a rock.” Jesus the
first resurrected to remain aive forever
must be preeminent in al things.

EXAMINING THE TEXT

1 Corinthians 14:23-40. Paul in-
structed the church members at Corinth
concerning right priorities. He explained
the priority in purpose (verses 23-25),
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the priority in understanding (verses 26-
31), the priority in self-control (verses
32, 33), the priority in authority (verses
34, 35) and the priority in orderliness
(verses 36-40). Priority means “to come
first in order of importance.” The church
at Corinth did not worship decently and
in order when it failed to observe these
priorities.

The priority in purpose for church
worship must be the clearly understand-
able, correct and convincing praise to
God “in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24).
The babble of confusion achieved by
multiple church members speaking at
once cannot bring glory to God.
“Tongues” then were languages, but
heretics now call tongues ecstatic utter-
ances. These are usualy gibberish. Mad
means “to rave as amaniac.” When sev-
eral church members speak at once, visi-
tors look on such confusion asif it isthe
product of raving maniacs. To “proph-
esy” is to forthtell the Word of God.
When a church member speaks forth the
truth, avisitor whether lost or saved may
be convicted by the Holy Spirit. The pri-
ority in church worship is that people
should be saved, the saved will acknowl-
edge the truth, and people will respond
to the conviction of the Holy Spirit.

Each church should place a priority
on understanding in public worship. At
Corinth, several members had something
different to say at the same time. Some
had a favorite song, others a favorite
doctrine, some spoke in tongues, some
tried to make an explanation and others
tried to trandate the tongues. Under-
standing required place and time in pri-
ority so that each could be received.
Tongues speakers should have spoken
one at a time. God's rules limited
tongues speaking to no more than three
in any one service with the demand that
each should be trandated so that all
could understand what had been said.
Those with the gift of prophecy were

also limited to three so that all could
intelligently receive the teaching. When
any church member is speaking, al oth-
ers should wait until he has finished
before another begins to speak. When
there is a priority on understanding, all
present can learn.

The priority of self-control gives dig-
nity and meaning to worship. Heretical
tongues speakers act as if they are out of
control. In the days before the Bible was
completed, this was not so. Paul stated
each person who spoke in tongues was
so well in control that he could wait his
turn to speak. Thereisagreat deal of dif-
ference between faith and foolishness.
Confusion means “disorder or tumult.”
The priority of self-control helps church
members worship God without commo-
tion or confusion.

The priority of authority helps retain
order in worship. Women were not to
speak in tongues in public worship.
Many heretical tongues speakers today
are women. God's order of authority is
clear. (See Ephesians 5:23, 24.) Men
church members should answer their
wives questions at home. Women
should not usurp the authority of menin
true worship. (See 1 Timothy 2:12.) The
priority of authority helps maintain dig-
nity and order in worship.

The priority of orderliness demands
church members to honor God's rules of
order. Each one of several church mem-
bers in Corinth thought he was the only
one with a message from God. Each
thought he was the most spiritual mem-
ber of that church. Paul reminded them
that spiritual church memberswere those
who followed God's guidelines as He
gave them. When God's guidelines are
not followed, all that is left is the confu-
sion of ignorant worship. Covet means
“earnestly desire” When God's rules
were observed, church members were
permitted to prophesy or speak in
tongues before the Bible was completed.
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(See 1 Corinthians 13:8-10.) God's pri-
ority of orderliness in true worship
should be observed with decency, digni-
ty and devation to God.

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE

Matthew 6:33. Church members
should put God's kingdom work first.
God's kingdom work in this age is the
work of His churches. (See Matthew
28:19, 20.) Jesus taught the Sermon on
the Mount to the members of the church
He built during His persona ministry.
Seek means “to pursue or to follow
after.” The Lord’s work must come first.

Mark 13:10. The priority of the work
of the Lord's churches must be the
preaching of the gospel. New Testament
churches should make God's mandate
for globa missions their top priority.

Romans 1:16. God's priority in send-
ing forth the gospel was “to the Jew
first.” The unfolding record of the spread
of the gospel through the book of Acts
reveals the gospel first to the Jews then
to the Gentiles. Although God's priority
goes to the Jews first, He sends forth the
gospel to every person.

Romans 15:17-20. Paul gaveglory to
God by word and deed through the
preaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
The preaching of the gospel remained
the first priority in Paul’s ministry and
mission work. Paul counted the preach-
ing of the gospel more important than
miracles or any other thing.

2 Corinthians 8:5. The members of
the churches of Macedonia had a priori-
ty in their belief about sacrificial giving.
They gave themselves first. After giving
themselves to the Lord and after giving
themselves to be fellow laborers with
Paul, they rejoiced over their opportuni-
ty to give liberaly to help the church
members at Jerusalem.

1 Thessalonians 5:19, 20. Church mem-
bers should make a priority of following
the leadership of the Holy Spirit. Quench
means “to extinguish.” Despise means
“to make nothing of or to lightly es-
teem.” Yielding to the leadership of the
Holy Spirit and heeding the teaching of
the Word of God should be of great
importance to every church member.

1 John 4:6. Church members should
make a priority of truth. Those in error
have not made a priority of hearing and
obeying God's truth. There can be no
substitute or no improvement to God's
commands or methods.

Revelation 1:11, 17. Jesus revealed
His preeminence by saying, “l am the
first.” Alpha is the first letter in the
Greek aphabet. Jesus reminded the
apostle John to keep Jesus as his top pri-
ority. Jesus is first in time, place, rank
and importance.

RELEVANCE OF THE TEXT

Church members should participate
in an orderly manner in true worship.
Although the Bible has been completed
and miraculous spiritua gifts are no
longer a part of true worship, church
members still must have order in wor-
ship. At Corinth, some members were
aggressive, intolerant, self-seeking and
prideful. These strong-willed church
members demanded others listen to them
first and honor them. The desire to be
more important than others and the self-
ish goa of being more important than
others was not a new problem. The
church Jesus built faced the same prob-
lem. (See Matthew 20:20-28.) Churches
today have instructions to deal with the
same problem. (See Philippians 2:1-4.)
Church members who have a priority of
order in true worship will glorify God by
keeping Jesus first.
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Paul gave principles of order for pub-
lic worship that still apply. Worship must
have the priority of gospel preaching in
truth so that each hearer may be convict-
ed and drawn to respond to God. Every-
thing in worship must be done to build
up a church. Everything said in worship
must be understood. If it cannot be trans-
lated or the meaning understood, then it
must not be included in worship. Church
members should speak one at atime in
worship and even in business meeting.
When a previous speaker has finished,
another may speak. Every church mem-
ber should exercise self-control in order
to maintain order in worship. Women
should not be given authority over men
in worship. True worship should have
the priority of decency and order.

CONTEMPORARY APPLICATION

Every church member should seek to
actively participate in worship. Worship
includes preaching, teaching, giving,
praying, singing. Because the Bible is
complete, true worship no longer
includes the miraculous gift of tongues,
prophecy, interpretation or revelation.
Participation by every church member

counts in worship. An order of service
gives church members a clear idea of
what to expect in worship. A disorga
nized worship will result in some church
members participating alot and some lit-
tle. Church members may become more
like spectators instead of active partici-
pants. True worship requires each mem-
ber participating by his presence, atten-
tion, talents and offering.

Orderly worship includes a priority of
reverence. Adult and teen behavior dur-
ing prayer time, congregational singing,
the offering, teaching or preaching
should reflect reverence for God, God's
house and for true worship. God com-
mands, “Reverence my sanctuary” (Lev.
26:2.) Amens are an excellent way to
reverently express agreement with truth
sung, taught or preached. Psalm 89:7
states, “God is greatly to be feared in the
assembly of the saints, and to be had in
reverence of all them that are about
him.” Reverence in orderly worship
includes cheerful giving, heartfelt
singing, quiet attentivenessin preaching,
serious praying and brokenness in yield-
ing to the conviction of the Holy Spirit
and responding to the invitation.
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LESSON 10

Challenge To Live by
Resurrection Power

Lesson Text: 1 Corinthians 15:1-34.

May 4, 2003

Background Scripture: Matthew 28:1-6; John 11:23-28; Acts 1:21-23;

24:14-16.

Aim: By the conclusion of this lesson the students will evaluate the impact of
the resurrection of Christ on their lives.

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS

The Power of His Resurrection,
Philippians 3:10, 11.

The power of the resurrection trans-
forms the believer’'s life. However, all
children of God and al church members
do not live by His resurrection power.
Some live discouraged, downcast and
disheartened lives defeated by circum-
stances as if God is too weak to make a
real difference in their lives. The power
of Jesus' resurrection reveals God's great
strength to do mighty works in the lives
of His people.

Church members should understand
Him better. The power of the resurrec-
tion produces a mighty transformation in
the lives of those who rely on God. The
confidence in God who does al things
comes by knowing more about Him.
Paul’s desire for the church members at
Ephesus was that “the eyes of your
understanding being enlightened; that ye
may know what is the hope of his call-
ing, and what the riches of the glory of
his inheritance in the saints, and what is
the exceeding greatness of his power to
us-ward who believe, according to the
working of his mighty power, which he

wrought in Christ, when he raised him
from the dead, and set him at his own
right hand in the heavenly places’ (Eph.
1:18-20). Those who know Christ rely
on Him more.

The resurrection power enables
church members to have intimate fellow-
ship with Him. Even in times of suffer-
ing, each church member may open his
heart to Christ for sweet fellowship.
Revelation 3:20 states, “Behold, | stand
at the door, and knock: if any man hear
my voice, and open the door, | will come
in to him, and will sup with him, and he
with me.” Fellowship with Christ in suf-
fering enables church members to draw
on His resurrection power.

Resurrection power enables them to
reflect on Him. The resurrection power
helps them overcome personality flaws
and character defectsin order to be more
like Christ. Resurrection power meets
their needs at any time.

EXAMINING THE TEXT

1 Corinthians 15:1-34. Paul chal-
lenged the church members at Corinth to
live by the resurrection power of Christ.
He explained the doctrine of the resur-
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rection (verses 1-11), the doubts some
had about the resurrection (verses 12-
19), the definite order of the resurrection
(verses 20-28) and the dead in Christ and
the resurrection (verses 29-34). He urged
them to consider the impact of the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ on their lives.

Paul taught and preached the doctrine
of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. He
knew the gospel was to be declared.
Declared means “to make known, to
understand or to certify as genuine.”
Every person who trustsin Christ for sal-
vation knows the resurrection of Jesus
Christ is genuine. Jesus lives within the
heart of the believer. The doctrine of the
resurrection is a foundation of strength
on which God's people may stand
secure. The gospel is defined in terms of
“Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures; and that he was buried, and
that he rose again the third day according
to the scriptures’ (1 Cor. 15:3, 4). Jesus
made several post-resurrection appear-
ances that proved by many witnesses
that He had risen from the dead. Paul and
the other apostles preached the soul-sav-
ing and life-transforming power of the
sacrificial death, burial and resurrection
of Christ. Every person should believe
the gospel which includes the doctrine of
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Paul understood some had doubts
about the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
The Sadducees did not believe in the res-
urrection. Some of the church members
at Corinth had doubts about the resurrec-
tion of Christ. Paul knew some did not
understand how valuable the resurrec-
tion of Christ was. He offered logical
arguments to show the absurdity of not
believing in the doctrine of the resurrec-
tion. The doctrine of the resurrection of
Jesus Christ identifies the Savior, or
thereis no Savior. If there is no doctrine
of the resurrection, gospel preaching and
Bible teaching are a waste of time. If

there is no doctrine of the resurrection of
Jesus Christ, then preachers, teachers
and witnesses of Christ are deceivers. If
there is no resurrection, no one can be
saved. If there is no doctrine of the res-
urrection, no one has his sinsforgiven. If
there is no doctrine of the resurrection of
Christ, then the dead in Christ died with-
out any real hope. Paul refers to the dead
in Christ asthose “asleep in Christ.” Per-
ished means “to be totally destroyed or
to lose all.” Paul ended his logical argu-
ments in favor of the reality and impor-
tance of the resurrection by concluding
that the power of the resurrection gives
hope in thislife and in the life to come.

Paul explained the definite order of
the doctrine of the resurrection. The res-
urrection follows the order of the barley
harvest in Isragl. There were firstfruits,
the main harvest and the gleaning. Jesus
is the firstfruits of the resurrection. The
main harvest isthefirst resurrection. Itis
also called the resurrection unto life or
the rapture. The rapture will be a com-
plete rapture. Paul said, “They that are
Christ’s at his coming” (1 Cor. 15:23).
The gleaning includes all the Jews and
Gentiles who will be saved after the rap-
ture occurs. The doctrine of the resurrec-
tion assures the total defeat of every
enemy of God including sin, the flesh,
the devil, the anti-Christ, the forces of
the nations that fight at the Battle of
Armageddon and those who would fight
against God at the battle of Gog and
Magog. The doctrine of the resurrection
assures every person in Christ that every
enemy of God will be defeated.

Paul explained the doctrine of the res-
urrection and its impact on the dead in
Christ. Paul did not teach aliving person
could be baptized on behalf of someone
who had already died. Paul continued his
what if questions that logically proved
the necessity of the doctrine of the resur-
rection. Why did the dead in Christ fol-
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low the Lord in scriptural baptism during
their lives on earth to picture the resur-
rection if there is no resurrection? Why
did Paul continue to preach the doctrine
of the resurrection which some hated
enough to kill him? Why had some died
in the arena fighting against wild beasts
as sport for unbelievers if the resurrec-
tion were not true? If thereis no doctrine
of the resurrection, Paul suggested the
Epicurean doctrine of eat, drink and be
merry for tomorrow we die would be a
better way to live. He challenged them
not to allow anyone to deceive them
about the truth of the doctrine of the res-
urrection. The church members at
Corinth evidently had fellowship with
some that did not believe the doctrine of
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Evil
communications refers to wicked com-
panions. Good manners means “ethics.”
Paul urged them to wake up to the truth
about the doctrine of the resurrection.

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE

Matthew 28:1-6. After Jesus body
lay three nights and three days in the
grave, an angel testified of the resurrec-
tion of Jesus on the first day of the week.
The faithful women who had been last at
the cross were the first to arrive at the
empty tomb. God certified the truth of
the resurrection by an earthquake as a
sign from Heaven, by an angel as a mes-
senger from Heaven and a message from
Heaven. The message of the resurrection
was in simple, clear and understandable
terms. The angel said, “I know that ye
seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is
not here: for heisrisen, ashesaid” (Matt
28:5, 6). The angel offered the women
the proof of the empty tomb. The faithful
women were the first ones whom God
permitted to know the reality of the res-
urrection of Jesus Christ. They were
charged with the responsibility to tell the

good news of the gospel. (See Matthew
28:7.)

John 11:23-28. Jesus spoke to
Martha concerning His resurrection
power. Martha believed in the doctrine
of the resurrection. Jesus assured Martha
the resurrection was more than a doc-
trine. He said, “| am the resurrection, and
thelife” (John 11:25). Theresurrection is
a divine expression of who Jesus is.
Jesus is the eternal God. Resurrection
means “the dead stand up.” Martha testi-
fied of her belief in the importance of the
doctrine of the resurrection for every
believer. The basis for Martha's belief in
the resurrection power of Jesus Christ
rested on the basis of her belief that
“thou art the Christ, the Son of God”
(verse 27). Jesus proved His resurrection
power before Martha, Mary and many
others by raising Lazarus from the dead.
(See verses 29-48.) The resurrection
power of Christ and the doctrine of the
resurrection give comfort to bereaved
family members of the dead in Christ.

Acts 1:21-23. Peter listed some qual-
ifications he considered important for a
replacement for Judas Iscariot. One qual-
ification was faithfulness. Some had
been so faithful to the Lord’s church that
they had been “with us al the time”
(Acts 1:21). Another qualification was
firsthand knowledge of Jesus “beginning
from the baptism of John, unto that same
day that he was taken up from us’ (verse
22). The third qualification Peter listed
was one who could be a witness of His
resurrection. There were two candidates
who met Peter’'s quaifications. Church
members who would live by resurrection
power today need these same three qual-
ifications. Every church member should
be faithful aways, have great personal
knowledge of Jesus and be a witness for
the risen Lord.
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Acts 24:14-16. After being arrested
and given an opportunity to speak in his
own defense, Paul confessed to believing
in the doctrine of the resurrection of
Christ. He realized some Jews who were
Sadducees considered the doctrine of the
resurrection to be heresy. Heresy means
“a doctrine one took for oneself or to be
carried away with like a ship under a
strong wind and full sail.” They consid-
ered Paul atraitor and a teacher of false
doctrine. Paul hated false doctrine. Eph-
esians 4:14 states, “That we henceforth
be no more children, tossed to and fro,
and carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cun-
ning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait
to deceive.” The Bible doctrine of the
resurrection teaches a resurrection unto
life and a resurrection unto death. Paul
revealed the impact of the doctrine of the
resurrection of Christ on hislife. He said,
“1 exercise myself, to have aways a con-
science void of offence toward God, and
toward men” (Acts 24:16). Paul knew
the resurrection meant he would stand
before God at the Judgment Seat of
Christ.

RELEVANCE OF THE TEXT

Paul’s life after salvation, his scrip-
tural baptism and his ministry focused
on the resurrection of Jesus Christ. He
said, “For the preaching of the crossisto
them that perish foolishness; but unto us
which are saved it is the power of God”
(1 Cor. 1:18). The power of the gospel
reveals Jesusis aliving Savior. He arose
from the grave by the resurrection power
of God. Many did not believe in the res-
urrection in Paul’s day. God's plan for
theresurrection isfor Hischildrento live
forever and be with Him forever in glo-
rified bodies. As Jesus was resurrected
once, each person will be resurrected
only once. The relevance of the doctrine
of the resurrection affects the future of
every person. Those who are saved will

have a part in the resurrection of life and
the Judgment Seat of Christ. Those who
die without Jesus as their persona Sav-
ior will have a part in the resurrection
unto death and the Great White Throne
Judgment. The doctrine of the resurrec-
tion gives hope and the promise of a bet-
ter life ahead for those in Christ.

The resurrection disproves many
popular doctrinal errors. Some believein
soul sleep even though the Bible reveals
believers and unbelievers are awake,
alert and aware of their personal condi-
tion after death. (See Luke 16:22-25.)
Others believe in reincarnation in spite
of the fact that in every case people who
had died were still known as people.
Samuel did not become a rock after he
died. Enoch and Elijah did not become
dogs after they died. There is no justifi-
cation in the Bible for abelief in reincar-
nation. Some believe in being baptized
for the dead. There is no example in the
Bible and no Scripture that teaches one
may be baptized on behalf of a dead rel-
ative in order to change their eternal des-
tiny. Once life is ended, one's eternal
destiny is sealed. (See Luke 16:26; Rev-
elation 22:11.) The belief in the doctrine
of the resurrection of Jesus Christ is an
either/or proposition for al. Those who
believe in the resurrection of Jesus
Christ must reject al other beliefs.

CONTEMPORARY APPLICATION

The Bible teaches the doctrine of the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Modern
thinking demands toleration for and
acceptance of different cultures, ideas
and beliefs. Some cultures are ungodly.
Someideas and beliefs are absurd. Those
who know Jesus as personal Savior must
risk being labeled “intolerant” rather
than accept false standards, false moral
principles and false doctrine. Second
Corinthians 6:16, 17 states, “And what
agreement hath the temple of God with
idols? for ye are the temple of the living
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God; as God hath said, | will dwell in
them, and walk in them; and | will be
their God, and they shall be my people.
Wherefore come out from among them,
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and
touch not the unclean thing; and | will
receive you.” The resurrection power
enables church members to take a stand
for the absolute truths of the Bible in an
age when popular thinking denies there
are any absol utes.

The doctrine of the resurrection sets
New Testament churches apart from all
other religious groups. While other reli-
gious groups focus on making holy
places of their leaders burial places,
New Testament churches focus on the
gospel of the risen Lord. While others
follow dead leaders, church members
follow aliving Lord. The doctrine of the
resurrection reveals a power that enables
followers of Christ to shineaslightsin a
world darkened by spiritual ignorance.



SPONSOR’S GUIDE 43

LESSON 11

May 11, 2003

Challenge to Victory

Lesson Text: 1 Corinthians 15:35-58.

Background Scripture: Job 19:23-27; Philippians 3:20, 21; 1 Thessalonians

4:13-18.

Aim: By the conclusion of this lesson the students will understand that ulti-
mate victory comes in the resurrected body.

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS

Mortal Bodies Quickened, Romans
8:11.

The indwelling Holy Spirit assures
the believer thereis life with Christ after
death. The new life of salvation begins
by the power of the Holy Spirit. Thereis
no victory if the believer is not sure of
his salvation. If a person were shocked
by electricity, he would know it. If one
received an injection, he would know it.
When oneisindwelled by the Holy Spir-
it, the Bible teaches one can know it.
Paul said, “I know whom | have be-
lieved, and am persuaded that he is able
to keep that which | have committed
unto him against that day” (2 Tim. 1:12).
When a person is saved, “the Spirit itself
beareth witness with our spirit, that we
are the children of God” (Rom. 8:16).
The Holy Spirit promises every believer
there will be a resurrection unto life.

The Holy Spirit has the power to res-
urrect those who have died. Quicken
means “to make alive or to give life.”
Mortal means “subject to death.” Bodies
means “physical or whole body.” Death
is not the end. For those in Christ, there
remains great comfort and great rejoic-
ing. John 11:25 states, “Hethat believeth

in me, though he were dead, yet shall he
live.” Believers have much more to gain
by death than they lose.

John 11:26 states, “And whosoever
liveth and believeth in me shall never
die.” When believers are given their res-
urrected bodies, they will never die
again. Children of God are not subject to
the second desth, also called the resur-
rection unto death. God's power resur-
rects the dead.

God's promise that the Holy Spirit
“shall also quicken your mortal bodies’
(Rom. 8:11) gives children of God a
guarantee that death is not the end. First
John 3:2 “Beloved, now are we the sons
of God, and it doth not yet appear what
we shall be: but we know that, when he
shall appear, we shall be like him; for we
shall see him as heis.”

EXAMINING THE TEXT

1 Corinthians 15:35-58. Paul ex-
plained the victory that comes with the
resurrection for those in Christ. The doc-
trine of the resurrection teaches victory
for the dead in Christ (verses 35-50) and
for those dlive in Christ at the time of the
rapture (verses 51-58.) Paul’s inspired
explanation concerning the victory of the
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resurrection has given comfort through-
out succeeding generations.

The doctrine of the resurrection
promises victory for the dead in Christ.
Paul taught the resurrection in agricul-
tural terms of sowing and harvest. The
dead in Christ are planted in agravein a
similar manner to seed planted in a gar-
den. The dead seed brings forth new life
by virtue of God's blessings on the seed,
soil and necessary water. God's power
brings forth the dead in Christ with new
life. The new life is far superior to this
life. Corruption means “decay, perish or
ruin.” Incorruption means “unending
existence or immortality.” Dishonor
means “disgrace or shame.” Glory
means “honorable or praiseworthy.”
“Weakness” is disease or infirmity.
Power means “abundant might or won-
derful strength.” A “natural body” is an
earthly, human or fleshly body. A “spiri-
tual body” is a nonhuman or supernatur-
a body. In spite of the fact that the first
Adam sinned, Jesus the second Adam
was resurrected from the dead. There are
two kinds of life, the natural and the spir-
itual. The natural man’s nature desires
earthly or worldly things. The spiritua
man'’s nature desires spiritual or heaven-
ly things. Death and resurrection are nec-
essary because “flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Cor.
15:50).

Paul also explained the necessity for
those dlive in Christ at the time of the
rapture to be changed. Mystery means
“secret.” Changed means “to be made
different.” This change occurs at the rap-
ture. It is a sudden change. The sudden-
ness is described as a moment, a twin-
kling of an eye or a trumpet sound. A
“moment” is an atom of time. Twinkling
means “a jerk of the eye.” A blink or a
wink is very fast. A trumpet may sound
in an instant or at any moment. The rap-
ture is referred to as the “last trump,”
meaning the last in a series or the last of

an age. The rapture may occur at any
moment. Paul believed in the doctrine of
the imminent return of the Lord. He said,
“The dead shall be raised incorruptible,
and we shall be changed” (1 Cor. 15:52).
This agrees with his statement about the
rapture in the |etter to the church at Thes-
salonica. Paul wrote, “We which are
alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air" (1 Thess. 4:17).
When the living in Christ are changed at
the time of the rapture, their victory is
gained immediately. Raptured believers
will have sudden and complete victory
over death, the sin nature and the grave.
Victory means “triumph or conguest.”
Sing means “to prick with a poisonous
goad.” After abeliever is changed at the
rapture, heisno longer subject to sin and
for the first time is able to keep al of
God's laws. The victory comes to the
believer through the suffering, shedding
of blood, death, burial and resurrection
of Jesus Christ. Because those in Christ
have a certain victory ahead, Paul urged
church members at Corinth to be “sted-
fast, unmoveable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). Stedfast means
“settled.” Abounding means “excelling.”
Church members may be sure God will
bless their labors for the Lord.

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE

Job 19:23-27. Job had something he
was so sure of that he wanted it en-
graved “with an iron pen and lead in the
rock for ever” (Job 19:24). He was
supremely confident that his Redeemer
would stand in the last days on the earth.
Job looked by faith past the suffering and
death of Jesus as the Lamb of God. His
assurance rested in his personal knowl-
edge that his Redeemer lived. The only
way Job could know this great truth was
by the witness of the indwelling Holy
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Spirit. He was inspired to write it down
in a book. Job aso had confidence that
he would be resurrected. His belief in a
personal resurrection was so great that
he said, “After my skin worms destroy
thisbody, yet in my flesh shall | see God:
whom | shall see for myself, and mine
eyes shall behold, and not another;
though my reins be consumed within
me” (Job 19:26, 27).

Philippians 3:20, 21. Paul had confi-
dence in the risen Lord. Conversation
means “citizenship.” Paul wrote to the
church at Philippi, which was largely
made up of people influenced by Roman
ideas. Roman citizenship meant much.
Paul spoke of a heavenly citizenship that
means more than any earthly citizenship.
He looked for the risen Lord to return in
his lifetime. He said, “We look for the
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ,” (Phil.
3:20). Paul anticipated the change from
thisvile body to a glorious body. Change
means “to transfigure or to be trans-
formed.” Vile means “low or of low
estate.” Fashioned like means *“con-
formed to or made similar to.” (See 1
John 3:2.) Paul also wrote to the church
members at Philippi about the great vic-
tory of the resurrection by which Christ
will “subdue all things unto himself”
(Phil. 3:21). Subdue means “to bring into
obedience.”

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. Paul
explained the rapture to the church at
Thessalonica. He gave the rapture as a
certain hope to be anticipated with great
rejoicing. He gave the order of the dead
in Christ resurrected first and then the
living in Christ will be changed. The rap-
tureis as sure and certain as the fact that
Jesus died and rose again. Jesus will
bring the dead in Christ with Him and
transport the living in Christ to Him.
Caught up means “to seize, to pluck up
or to take away by force.” The command
will be given to come up to join the Lord

in the air. Revelation 4:1 states, “After
this | looked, and, behold, a door was
opened in heaven: and the first voice
which | heard was asit were of atrumpet
talking with me; which said, Come up
hither, and | will shew thee things which
must be hereafter.” The victory of the
resurrection should be preached, taught
and understood as words of comfort to
those in Christ.

RELEVANCE OF THE TEXT

Victory in Christ in the resurrection
will be more glorious than anything chil-
dren of God have ever experienced or
imagined. Since the rapture could occur
at any time, victory in Christ is just
ahead. The victory of the resurrection is
a victory over present struggles, cares
and circumstances. Titus 2:12, 13,
“Teaching us that, denying ungodliness
and worldly lusts, we should live sober-
ly, righteoudly, and godly, in this present
world; looking for that blessed hope, and
the glorious appearing of the great God
and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” The
believer’s hope should be so great that it
changes hislife on adaily basisto reflect
Christ more. The hope of the resurrec-
tion is the only sure hope. The hope of
the resurrection is sure because Christ
has secured it.

Paul relied on the hope of the resur-
rection to give him strength and victory
over al kinds of circumstances. Paul
said, “We are troubled on every side, yet
not distressed; we are perplexed, but not
in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken;
cast down, but not destroyed; always
bearing about in the body the dying of
the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus
might be made manifest in our body” (2
Cor. 4:8-10). Paul remained confident of
final victory in the sure hope of the res-
urrection in difficult times. (See 2
Corinthians 1:8, 9.) Paul trusted in victo-
ry by the power of God who raises the
dead.
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CONTEMPORARY APPLICATION

Church members should be reminded
to focus more on the blessings and victo-
ries to come than on the present circum-
stances. Paul always looked ahead. He
looked past every life experience that
would discourage him or make him feel
defeated. Consider what Paul experi-
enced. Second Corinthians 11:23-27 “In
labours more abundant, in stripes above
measure, in prisons more frequent, in
deaths oft. Of the Jews five times
received | forty stripes save one. Thrice
was | beaten with rods, once was |
stoned, thrice | suffered shipwreck, a
night and a day | have been in the deep;
in journeyings often, in perils of waters,
in perils of robbers, in perils by mine
own countrymen, in perils by the hea-

then, in perilsin the city, in perilsin the
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils
among false brethren; in weariness and
painfulness, in watchings often, in
hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in
cold and nakedness.” Like Job, the more
Paul suffered the more firmly he held to
the hope of the resurrection.

Church members should be as equal-
ly concerned with modeling Christ
through preaching, teaching and con-
tending for truth. Those who preach,
teach and claim to contend for truth
without modeling Christ are hypocrites.
The doctrines of truth transform the will,
thoughts, attitudes, words and lives of
those who embrace it. The victory of the
resurrection should be represented in
lives that reflect Christ.
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LESSON 12

May 18, 2003

Challenge to Biblical Stewardship

Lesson Text: 1 Corinthians 16:1-12.

Background Scripture: Luke 6:38; 2 Corinthians 8:1-5; 9:6, 7; Ephesians

3:20, 21.

Aim: By the conclusion of this lesson the students will explain the importance
of giving through the church of their membership.

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS

An Account of Stewardship, Luke
16:2.

The steward was a trustworthy ser-
vant who was given special responsibili-
ties. The word steward means “one who
manages a house or an estate.” Some
examples of a steward would be a man-
ager or atreasurer. In serving the Lord, a
steward may serve as a preacher, a
church member and a child of God. A
child of God has talents and abilities
God has given. In the Bible, Joseph,
Daniel, David and Paul were stewards. A
steward has been given a sacred trust.

The stewardship is the capacity in
which a servant is given responsibilities.
The Ethiopian eunuch was a treasurer.
Joseph was an overseer. Nehemiah was a
cupbearer. Eliezer was over Abraham’s
household. A pastor is given responsibil-
ity to lead a church. A father has the
responsibility to lead his family accord-
ing to God's will. Each steward has a
place of servicefor which heis personal-
ly responsible.

Every steward is accountable to God.
The word account is an explanation.
God's servants will give an account to
the Lord. First Corinthians 4:1, 2 states,

“Let a man so account of us, as of the
ministers of Christ, and stewards of the
mysteries of God. Moreover it is
required in stewards, that aman be found
faithful.” Required means “to seek, to
expect or to demand.” The account will
include thoughts, motives, words,
actions, doctrines, morals, preaching,
teaching and work done for the Lord.
God will question His servants with His
demands for the glory that is due Him.
He will root out every hidden thing. The
Judgment Seat of Christ will be the
accounting day for each child of God.
Romans 14:10-12 states, “We shall all
stand before the judgment seat of Christ.
For it iswritten, As| live, saith the Lord,
every knee shall bow to me, and every
tongue shall confess to God. So then
every one of us shal give account of
himself to God.”

EXAMINING THE TEXT

1 Corinthians 16:1-12. Paul taught
the church at Corinth concerning the
responsibility to be good stewards in the
matter of giving. He explained the stew-
ardship of offerings (verses 1, 2), the
stewardship of the overseer (verses 3, 4),
the stewardship of opportunities (verses



48 SPONSOR’S GUIDE

5-9) and the stewardship of hospitality to
other preachers (verses 10-12). Paul
gave definite instructionsto follow in the
matter of giving.

Paul taught those church members to
be good stewards in the matter of offer-
ings. This offering was the benevolent
offering given for the purpose of helping
the church members in Jerusalem who
were destitute as a result of a famine.
(SeeActs 11:28, 29.) The church at Anti-
och planned to participate in this offer-
ing. The churches of Galatia participated
in this offering. The church at Corinth
had planned to take part in this offering
but had not yet fulfilled its intentions. It
should be noted that the benevolent
offering was for a sister church. Benevo-
lent offerings that aid those who are not
of like faith and order transgress God's
command. (See 2 John 10, 11.) Benevo-
lent offerings as well as any other offer-
ings must be received when a church is
gathered together. The only plan the
Bible gives for the support of the Lord's
work is by tithes and offerings.

Thetithes and offerings of God's peo-
ple should be given on a systematic
basis. Paul encouraged them to give on
the first day of the week or a weekly
offering. Weekly giving by church mem-
bers brings a regularity by which God's
work can be appropriately funded. Offer-
ings should be on a proportionate basis.
Paul said they were to give “as God hath
prospered” (1 Cor. 16:2). On weeks
when a church member made more, he
should give more. On weeks he made
less, he understandably must give less.
Paul did not forbid the church members
to have a savings account. He said, “ That
there be no gatherings when | come” (1
Cor. 16:2). Gatherings means “collec-
tions or contributions.” The church at
Corinth was not to wait until Paul
arrived to start gathering the benevolent
offering.

Paul taught church members to be
good stewards in the matter of choosing
an overseer for the benevolent offering.
Each offering collected by a church must
be dispersed according to its intended
purpose. (See 2 Corinthians 8:21.) The
principle of honest fiscal responsibility
sets apart a church that seeks to give
glory to God from a religious organiza-
tion set up by man. Offerings were given
for the church members in Jerusalem.
The church at Corinth was responsible to
see that its offering reached its intended
destination. Paul said, “Whomsoever ye
shall approve” (1 Cor. 16:3). The church
at Corinth chose an overseer or atreasur-
er to be responsible for the disbursement
of its funds. The member, selected to
oversee this responsibility, had to travel
to Jerusalem to fulfill his responsibili-
ties.

Paul explained the importance of
being good stewards in the matter of
God-given opportunities. The church at
Corinth would have the opportunity to
show hospitality to Paul, the missionary,
over the winter and to send him on his
way. Paul did not expect to leave Corinth
empty-handed. The church members
would give an offering to enable him to
continue his travels to do mission work.
The church at Corinth was expected to
give mission offerings as well as regular
church offerings and benevolent offer-
ings.

Paul stated his mission work at Eph-
esus was due to God's opening a great
door of opportunity. Great means “large,
many or mighty.” Effectual means “the
energizing force to be active and power-
ful in labors.” Paul said the opportunity
was “unto me” (1 Cor. 16:9). God selects
the missionary for the field. When God's
missionary gets on God's field of |abor,
the success depends on God's opening
the door of opportunity. As with any
great work attempted for the Lord, there
were “many adversaries’ (1 Cor. 16:9).
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Adversaries means “those who are oppo-
site, contrary or in opposition.” Philippi-
ans 3:18 dstates, “(For many walk, of
whom | have told you often, and now tell
you even weeping, that they are the ene-
mies of the cross of Christ.” Satan isthe
greatest adversary. (See 1 Peter 5:8.)
Every successful work for God requires
His people to go through His open door
of opportunity.

Paul reminded the church members at
Corinth concerning their responsibilities
to be good stewards toward other
preachers. Paul expected Timothy and
Apollos to come to Corinth. Perhaps
Timothy was intimidated by aggressive
church members. Paul expected that
church to receive him as a faithful ser-
vant of the Lord and to respect him as a
preacher of the gospel. Paul expected the
church to give a love offering to help
Timothy in his ministry. At some future
time, the church at Corinth would be
responsible for caring for Apollos when
he arrived in that city. When church
members are good stewards in the matter
of giving tithes and offerings, the
churches will not lack funds, the min-
istry will be supported, funds for mission
work will be more than adequate and
there will be plenty of funds to supply
benevolent offerings as needed.

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE

Luke 6:38. Good stewardship in-
cludes the principle of liberality. Giving
meagerly will be blessed meagerly. Lib-
era givers will be blessed liberally. God
knows the hearts. Those who give to be
seen of men or to receive blessings will
be disappointed. Those who give from a
heart of love for the Lord will be richly
blessed. Measure means *“portion.”
Malachi 3:10 states, “Bring ye al the
tithes into the storehouse, that there may
be meat in mine house, and prove me
now herewith, saith the Lorp of hosts, if
I will not open you the windows of heav-

en, and pour you out a blessing, that
there shall not be room enough to receive
it.” God has the ahility to fill up faithful
givers to overflowing. David said, “My
cup runneth over” (Psam 23:5). He
knew God would not permit a faithful
giver to go without any necessary thing.
David also said, “| have been young, and
now am old; yet have | not seen therigh-
teous forsaken, nor his seed begging
bread” (Psalm 37:25).

2 Corinthians 8:1-5. Paul commend-
ed the giving of the churches of Macedo-
nia. They gave sacrificially even though
they experienced great poverty. They
rejoiced in giving liberally. Their giving
was so remarkable that it was more than
Paul expected. The churches of Macedo-
nia participated in the benevolent offer-
ing for the church members at Jerusalem
who were needy due to the great famine
in the land. Their offering was given to
those in the truth. They did not send aid
or offerings to help the Pharisees or the
Sadducees. Paul stated that an offering is
a gift. Once an offering is given, a
church member should consider it to
belong to the Lord. The churches of
Macedonia received offerings from their
members. The only biblical example of
scriptural fund raising isby thetithes and
offerings of the members. The best
giversfirst give themselvesto God. After
that, there is no heart problem with giv-
ing.

2 Corinthians 9:6, 7. God approves
cheerful givers. The Greek word bears a
resemblance to the English word hilari-
ous. God intended giving to be cause for
great rejoicing. Church members can
only give from the things that God has
given them. Everything one has comes
from the Lord. All material things that
church members have belong to the
Lord. Good stewards in the matter of
giving begin at ten percent and then go
on to give freewill offerings. There are
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two kinds of givers. The grudging, spar-
ing giver gives little. The cheerful and
bountiful giver gives much. As he pur-
poseth in his heart does not mean God is
willing to wait until one makes up his
mind that it is his responsibility to give.
Purpose means “to consider before and
to choose the preferred thing.” The
prayerful giver will be prepared to give
abundantly through the church of his
membership.

Ephesians 3:20, 21. A church is the
storehouse for giving unto the Lord. (See
Malachi 3:10.) Each person should give
through the church of his membership.
God works in the child of God to give
him a desire to be a part of a New Testa-
ment church. Matthew 5:15 states, “Nei-
ther do men light a candle, and put it
under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and
it giveth light unto al that are in the
house.” The book of Revelation reveals
the “candlestick” is God's symbol for a
true church. (See Revelation 1:20.) God
works in His children, leading them to a
true church through which they are to
serve as good stewards of the Lord.
God's work is done through New Testa-
ment churches. A New Testament church
is a local, visible body of scripturally
baptized believers who have been
covenanted together by the Holy Spirit
for the purpose of carrying out the Gresat
Commission.

RELEVANCE OF THE TEXT

Paul taught the church members at
Corinth the proper way for a church to
receive and to disburse funds. He taught
them to give systematically, proportion-
ately, regularly and joyfully through the
church. He commended the example of
the church members who first gave
themselves to the Lord. He taught them
to give asawitness or proof of their love
for God. Second Corinthians 8:24 states,
“Wherefore shew ye to them, and before

the churches, the proof of your love, and
of our boasting on your behalf.” Paul
explained giving as a work of God's
grace in the heart of God's people. Sec-
ond Corinthians 8:7, 8 states, “ Therefore
asye abound in every thing, in faith, and
utterance, and knowledge, andin al dili-
gence, and in your love to us, see that ye
abound in this grace aso. | speak not by
commandment, but by occasion of the
forwardness of others, and to prove the
sincerity of your love” Each church
should collect an offering on Sunday and
disburse the funds in the proper manner
for the intended purpose.

Paul taught church members to give
for the support of their churches, for the
support of the ministry, for the support of
missions and for the purpose of benevo-
lence. Widows, orphans and other needy
church members may be helped from
church funds. There is no Bible example
of giving outside the ranks of the Lord’s
churches. Churches are not commanded
to fund social programs. In order for giv-
ing not to be evil spoken of, it must be
used for scriptural purposes. Churches
have expenses that must be paid. When
members do not give as they should, a
church will have difficulty meeting its
obligations. If a church has difficulty
meeting its financial obligations, it is not
right to turn a church into a fund raising
organization. The only biblical plan for
supporting the Lord’s work is by the
tithes and offerings of the members.
Churches send the wrong message to the
world by begging for funds through fund
raising schemes. When the hearts of
God's people are turned to the Lord,
there will be no lack of funds for any
worthwhile project.

CONTEMPORARY APPLICATION

The proportionate method of giving
allows the burden of church obligations
to rest equaly on al members of a
church. If each member were to start his
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giving at ten percent, each member
would bear hisfair share of the responsi-
bility for meeting the financial obliga-
tions of a church. Second Corinthians
8:13, 14 states, “For | mean not that
other men be eased, and ye burdened:
but by an equality, that now at this time
your abundance may be a supply for
their want, that their abundance also may
be a supply for your want: that there may
be equality.” A percentage basisis apro-
portionate system by which church
members are equally responsible to meet
achurch’s financial needs.

God's plan for proper stewardship
includes one hundred percent participa
tion of church members in the giving
process. After a church member has
given his offering through the church of

his membership, God does not excuse
wasting the rest of his substance.

A church should wisely use al of its
funds. A proportionate basis for church
giving to missions could start at ten per-
cent. If each church adopted this mini-
mal amount for the support of scriptural
missions, there would be more funds
than there would be missionaries to sup-
port. Some churches are to be commend-
ed for giving forty or fifty percent to
missions. Many churches give more than
twenty percent to missions. Concerned
churches may work together with coop-
erating churches by giving through the
office of the Secretary-Treasurer of Mis-
sionsin Texarkana. Each church member
should count it a privilege to support
missions through the church of his mem-
bership.
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LESSON 13

May 25, 2003

Challenge To Love God Supremely

Lesson Text: 1 Corinthians 16:13-24.

Background Scripture: John 13:35; 14:15; 21:15-17; 1 John 4:8, 20, 21.

Aim: By the conclusion of this lesson the students will list ways to show their

love for God.

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS

The First Commandment, Mark
12:29-31.

Jesus must be our first love. God's
people must love Jesus with al their
hearts. Church members must put their
love for Jesus above al others. Revela
tion 2:4 states, “Nevertheless | have
somewhat against thee, because thou
hast left thy first love.” Those who dis-
obey the first commandment have fallen
into a backslidden condition. Revelation
2:5 states, “Remember therefore from
whence thou art fallen, and repent, and
do the first works; or else | will come
unto thee quickly.” God commands His
people to love Jesus with all their hearts.

Jesus should be our Lord. The first
commandment states one must love the
Lord “with all thy soul” (Mark 12:30).
There should be no other person or thing
so enthroned in on€e's life so that he is
unable to serve the Lord first. Matthew
10:37, 38 states, “Hethat loveth father or
mother more than me is not worthy of
me: and he that loveth son or daughter
more than me is not worthy of me. And
he that taketh not his cross, and fol-
loweth after me, is not worthy of me.”
Jesus should be the Lord enthroned in
every heart.

Jesus should be our Teacher. Jesus
said, “ Take my yoke upon you, and learn
of me; for | am meek and lowly in heart:
and ye shal find rest unto your souls’
(Matt. 11:29). Philippians 3:10 states,
“That | may know him, and the power of
his resurrection, and the fellowship of
his sufferings, being made conformable
unto his death.” Those who are saved
should continue to seek to know Jesus.
Let Him teach every truth until the mind
is filled with His wisdom.

Jesus should be our Master. He said
to love the Lord with “all thy strength”
(Mark 12:30). Servants of the Lord go
beyond physica strength by drawing on
the Lord’s energizing power. Philippians
4:13 states, “1 can do al things through
Christ which strengtheneth me.” Noth-
ing Christ commands is impossible with
His strength.

EXAMINING THE TEXT

1 Corinthians 16:13-24. Paul came
to the end of this letter to the church at
Corinth after correcting many problems.
He ended the book with an assortment of
thoughts, including commands (verse
13), conduct (verse 14), cooperation
(verses 15, 16), the collection (verses 17,
18), churches (verses 19, 20) and closing
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remarks (verses 21-24). Paul revealed
his love for the church by his faithful
words of truth.

Paul gave four necessary commands.
Church members must watch for tempta-
tion, for Satan's opposition and for
Christ's coming. Every church member
should be faithful. Paul said, “Stand fast
inthefaith” (1 Cor. 16:13). Jude said, “It
was needful for me to write unto you,
and exhort you that ye should earnestly
contend for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints’ (Jude 3). “The
faith” includes all the doctrines of truth.
Church members should also quit acting
childishly. Quit you like men means “be
manly or act like a mature man.” Paul
reminded the church members at Corinth
to “be strong” (1 Cor. 16:13). Strong
means “to be empowered, to be
increased in vigor or to become more
powerful.” Church members may grow
in influence before the world by becom-
ing more like Christ. Romans 12:2
states, “And be not conformed to this
world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and acceptable,
and perfect, will of God.” These neces-
sary commands will be valuable to every
church.

Paul described the proper conduct for
a church member. Each church member
should do everything from a motive of
godly love. Done means “finished, ful-
filled or performed.” Any church mem-
ber who serves the Lord with amotive of
godly love will please God and not hin-
der others.

Paul reminded church members to
have the right cooperation. The house-
hold of Stephanas proved themselves by
faithful service. Addicted means “to
determine, to appoint or to arrange in an
orderly manner.” “Ministry” is atten-
dance as a servant, especiadly as a
teacher. The word ministry is similar to
the word for deacon in the origina lan-

guage. Those who serve the Lord faith-
fully should receive the cooperation of
other church members. Submit means*“to
obey or to be subject to.” Helpeth means
“to be afellow worker, one who cooper-
ates together.” When church members
work together in loving cooperation, a
church has a strong influence for the
Lord before the world.

Paul was thankful for the collection
he received from the church at Corinth.
The word collection refers to offerings.
(See 1 Corinthians 16:1.) They had
ceased supporting Paul the missionary
for a while. Their offering reached Paul
at atime when he had some needs. When
church members love scriptural missions
and God-caled missionaries, there will
be no lack of funds to carry on God's
work. The offering from Corinth made
Paul rejoice. Refreshed means “to give
rest.” Paul could refrain from tent mak-
ing for a while. Paul taught that those
who participated in giving to missions
were a blessing to the missionary and
received a blessing from the Lord.

Paul mentioned the churches. He
referred to several churches. Some were
in the province of Asia Minor. One
church met in the house of Aquila and
Priscilla They evidently were faithful to
worship and serve the Lord in truth
wherever they lived. New Testament
churches should have tender affection
for each other. Fellow church members
should show love for one another. The
“holy kiss" was a custom in that time in
the sense that a handshake is a custom in
this time. Each church had its own loca-
tion, group of members and individua
set of problems.

Paul’s closing remarks shared his per-
sonal fedlings for the church at Corinth.
He cared enough to send a letter with a
greeting in his own handwriting. (See
Galatians 6:11.) Paul encouraged the
church at Corinth to love Jesus Christ.
Anathema means “banned, excommuni-
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cated or count accursed.” Maranatha
means “God is approaching for judg-
ment.” Church members should love the
Lord so supremely that they could not
tolerate the life-style of those who do not
love the Lord. Paul assured them the
grace of God is with them. Paul remind-
ed the church at Corinth of his great love
for them.

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE

John 13:35. Jesus spoke to His
church to give them a new command to
obey. Church members are commanded
to love one another. This command will
be obeyed only when church members
love Christ and love as Christ loves
them. Such great love for Christ and then
for fellow church membersisarecurring
New Testament theme. Ephesians 4:2, 3,
“Forbearing one ancther in love; endeav-
ouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace.” (See aso Ephesians
4:15, 16; 5:2; Philippians 1:9; 2:1, 2;
Colossians 1:4; 1:8; 2:2; 1 Thessalonians
1:3; 3:12; 4:9.) Commandment means
“precept or charge.” As means “accord-
ing to, how or when or in the same man-
ner.” When church members love Christ
first or supremely, they may share that
love with others. One another means “to
duplicate, each other or yourselves
together.” The love of Christ in a church
member should be duplicated or extend-
ed to each member in the same church.

John 14:15. When Jesus gave His
church Hislast message before the cross,
He encouraged it to obey Him because of
its great love for Him. A church should
express love for Christ first. The church
at Ephesus began by showing a supreme
love for Christ. That specia love for
Christ was later relegated to a lower pri-
ority. Revelation 2:4, 5 states, “Never-
theless | have somewhat against thee,
because thou hast left thy first love.
Remember therefore from whence thou

art fallen, and repent, and do the first
works; or else | will come unto thee
quickly, and will remove thy candlestick
out of his place, except thou repent.” The
doctrine of love is so important that a
church may lose its candlestick or
authority as a church by a lack of love.
Left means “to forsake, to lay aside or to
put away.” Fallen means “to fal.” Any
church that does not love Christ
supremely has failed God.

John 21:15-17. Jesus challenged
Peter to love Him supremely. He asked,
“Lovest thou me more than these?’
(verse 15). Jesus referred to this supreme
love in terms of agape, a sacrificial,
godly love. Peter's answer used the
word phileo for love that means“afriend
or to have affection for someone.” When
the question and answer were repeated,
both Jesus and Peter used the same
terms. The third time, Jesus used the
word that Peter had been using. He asked
Peter if he had a friendship for the Lord.
Peter replied that Jesus was his friend.
Peter was “grieved” or made to be sorry
or to be in heaviness of heart because
Jesus continued to ask Peter the same
question. Jesus commanded His disci-
ples to love Him supremely. (See John
15:9-14.) Jesus gave Peter the responsi-
bility as a spiritual leader to “feed my
sheep” (John 21:17). Feed means “to
lead to pasture or cause to graze.” Peter
was commanded to be an undershepherd
to nourish Jesus followers in God's
Word.

1 John 4:8, 20, 21. Those who claim
to know God must exhibit His great love.
God is the source of love. One factor of
God's character is love. First John 4:11
states, “Beloved, if God so loved us, we
ought also to love one another” So
means “in this manner.” (See John 3:16.)
Ought means “to owe, to be obligated or
to be bound.” Those who know God's
love are obligated to demonstrate His
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love in their lives. God's love must be
exhibited to those around us. One has no
testimony for God when hislove for God
is absent from his life. One has no gen-
uine love for God when it is invisible.
The command to love God includes a
command to love others. Brother means
“from the same womb.” While unsaved
may have an earthly love for their imme-
diate family members, children of God
are to love other children of God. There
should be a greater love between chil-
dren of God in the same church family.

RELEVANCE OF THE TEXT

A supreme love for Christ enables
church members to say what needs to be
said to one another. Ephesians 4:15, 16
states, “But speaking the truth in love,
may grow up into him in al things,
which is the head, even Christ: from
whom the whole body fitly joined
together and compacted by that which
every joint supplieth, according to the
effectual working in the measure of
every part, maketh increase of the body
unto the edifying of itself in love.”
Church members may say amost any-
thing to one another if they say it with
love.

Paul could say what needed to be said
to Philemon because he loved him. He
urged him to forgive Onesimus (Phile-
mon 10-16). Galatians 6:1 states, “ Breth-
ren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye
which are spiritual, restore such an one
in the spirit of meekness, considering
thyself, lest thou also be tempted.” The
spiritual church member loves Christ
supremely. His motives are clear. His
love is unquestioned. His message will
be heard.

Church members may encourage and
challenge one another to greater faithful-
ness when their loveis evident. Hebrews
10:24, 25 states, “And let us consider
one another to provoke unto love and to
good works: not forsaking the assem-

bling of ourselves together, as the man-
ner of some is; but exhorting one anoth-
er: and so much the more, as ye see the
day approaching.” Provoke means “to
stir up, to sharpen or to incite.” Love
keeps encouraging words from being
abrasive. Consider means “to observe
fully.” A shepherd who loves his sheep
will observe them carefully on a daily
basis. This has been called “passing
under the rod.” In the same manner, a
pastor who loves the members of the
church he pastors will observe and
encourage them to greater faithfulnessto
the Lord. Hebrews 13:7 states, “ Remem-
ber them which have the rule over you,
who have spoken unto you the word of
God: whose faith follow, considering the
end of their conversation.” When a pas-
tor and his church members share the
love of Christ, they encourage and chal-
lenge one another.

CONTEMPORARY APPLICATION

Harsh words do not reflect a supreme
love for Christ. A supreme love for
Christ is both firm and gentle. A church
member’'s genuine love for Christ
demands truth in fellowship. Second
John 1 states, “The elder unto the elect
lady and her children, whom | lovein the
truth; and not | only, but also all they that
have known the truth.” Paul taught the
church at Corinth to love Christ so much
that it would be separated from falsereli-
gion. Second Corinthians 6:16, 17 states,
“And what agreement hath the temple of
God with idols? for ye are the temple of
the living God; as God hath said, 1 will
dwell in them, and walk in them; and |
will be their God, and they shall be my
people. Wherefore come out from
among them, and be ye separate, saith
the Lord, and touch not the unclean
thing; and | will receiveyou.” A supreme
love for Christ by church members is
both practical and profitable.



56 SPONSOR’S GUIDE

Love for Christ also demands subjec-
tion to God's mora standards. First
Corinthians 5:1, 2 states, “It is reported
commonly that there is fornication
among you, and such fornication as is
not so much as named among the Gen-
tiles, that one should have his father's
wife. And ye are puffed up, and have not

rather mourned, that he that hath done
this deed might be taken away from
among you.” Tough love in the church
demands the right fellowship and the
right life-style. A lack of church disci-
plinerevealsalack of lovefor Christ and
for the erring brother.



