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Editor’s Note

Our Adult Sunday School study for summer, 2009, will be the Epistles of
First and Second Peter. The title for our study is Joyful Christian Living in a
Pagan World. Through the study of Peter’s epistles, it is my prayer that every
student will understand how to live a joyful Christian life despite opposition
and that all will dedicate themselves to living life full-force for Jesus.

In the first epistle, the apostle Peter gave details of how to begin the Chris-
tian life and wrote about the affect Christian living should have on the world.
This letter was written to God’s people who were undergoing severe persecution
in five Roman Provinces that are now in Northern Turkey. As those Christians
took their stand for Christ, it caused them to be foreigners and strangers in the
same communities in which they lived. Peter went on to describe how to live for
Christ in various venues and scenarios. In 1 Peter 2, he revealed how to live for
Christ before the lost world. In chapter 3, he shared details of living for Christ
in the home, and later, during difficult times of persecution. In chapter 4, Peter
wrote about living for Christ in service, then in faith. In 1 Peter 5, he revealed
how to live for Christ in humility. Throughout the letter, Peter encouraged those
Christians to live faithfully for Christ, to endure suffering and to be living
examples of Christ in the midst of their pagan society. Peter gave practical
instructions that are totally applicable today, especially for church members
whose Christian convictions are at variance with their culture.

In Peter’s second epistle, he shared the secrets of living for Christ by God’s
power. He communicated principles of victorious living when facing problems
caused by false teachers, rampant immorality and latter day scoffers. In
chapter 1, Peter wrote about how to live for Christ by the Word of God and
great Christian character qualities. In chapter 2, he revealed how to live for
Christ in purity. Then in chapter 3, Peter wrote about how to live for Christ
until He returns. Second Peter ends with the charge for God’s people to live
holy and godly lives in light of Christ’s soon and sudden return. The title of
the study, Joyful Christian Living in a Pagan World, is the recurring theme
of both epistles.

This Adult Lesson Commentary is an in-depth study of the Scripture pas-
sages in each lesson. Every lesson consists of three elements: the narrative of
the Scripture passage; the manna, a discussion of interesting and informative
topics related to the Scripture passage; and the word studies, which are based
on specific words from the original language used in the Scripture text. The
number following each word study identifies the word by the numbering sys-
tem of Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible and is provided for the
benefit of those who want to examine the Word of God in greater detail.

We appreciate the three contributors to this Adult Lesson Commentary:
Charles Law, who wrote the lesson narratives; Terry Parrish, who translated
interesting Greek vocabulary for the word studies; and Roger Stewart, who
prepared the mannas.

Larry E. Clements, Editor in Chief of Publications
Baptist Sunday School Committee
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First and Second Peter
Introduction

The Epistles of 1 and 2 Peter are part of what many people consider the
general epistles of the New Testament. These epistles are so designated
because they were not addressed to a specific congregation or individual as
were such letters as Romans, Galatians and Philemon. The books of 1 and
2 Peter were written by the best known of the twelve apostles and are the only
known record of any of his writings.

The Apostle Peter
This man was originally known as Simon, the Greek form of Simeon who

was one of the twelve sons of Jacob. Jesus gave him the name Cephas, which
was Aramaic for Peter, the name by which he is best known (Mark 3:16; John
1:42). Both Cephas and Peter mean “rock.” Peter was a native of Bethsaida, a
town on the northeast shore of the Sea of Galilee. Later, he evidently moved
to Capernaum where he and Andrew his brother, along with James and John,
the sons of Zebedee, were fishermen (Luke 5:10). Energetic and enthusiastic,
Peter seems to have been a natural born leader. He frequently acted as the
spokesman for the apostles. Unfortunately, he was also impulsive and impetu-
ous. During the early years of the New Testament era, Peter’s primary min-
istry was to the Jews while Paul was called to be the apostle to the Gentiles.
(See Galatians 2:8.)

The Epistle of 1 Peter
The Recipients. This epistle was written “to the strangers scattered

throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia” (1 Peter 1:1).
The places mentioned were provinces, or regions, in what is generally known
today as Asia Minor. Most of the churches in these places either were estab-
lished by Paul or were begun by men who were strongly influenced by him.
While those congregations consisted primarily of Gentile believers, many
Jewish Christians also were included in those bodies. Many Bible scholars
teach that Peter wrote this epistle primarily to the Jewish believers in those
churches; however, it is clear from 1 Peter 2:10 that Gentile Christians cer-
tainly loomed large in Peter’s mind.

The Purpose. Peter’s primary purpose in writing this epistle was to
encourage his readers in times of testing. The word suffer, in some form,
appears fifteen times in this letter. In some instances the sufferings of Jesus
are the subject, but, even then, Peter often used the Savior’s sufferings as an
example for believers. Generally speaking, Christian suffering in Peter’s time
was inflicted by one of three sources: (1) unbelieving Jews, (2) pagan Gentiles
or (3) the Roman authorities.

The Date. It is widely held that the Epistle of 1 Peter was written some-
time during AD 60-65, which was about the time Paul wrote his so-called



prison epistles. Which of those two apostles was executed first cannot be
determined with any degree of certainty. However, many Bible scholars
believe that both Peter and Paul died during the rule of the infamous Nero,
who was the Roman emperor during AD 54-68.

Some Distinctives. This epistle includes many teachings regarding the
cardinal doctrines of the Christian faith, such as divine election and fore-
knowledge, redemption and atonement, the believers’ status in this dispen-
sation, the respective roles of wives and husbands and how to suffer as a
Christian. Contrary to what many people have assumed, the apostle Peter
mentioned that he witnessed the crucifixion of Jesus (1 Peter 5:1).

An Outline. First Peter can be readily divided into three basic sections: (1)
The Believers’ Glorious Inheritance (chapter 1), (2) The Believers’ Earthly Pil-
grimage (chapters 2; 3) and (3) The Believers’ Fiery Trial (chapters 4; 5).

The Epistle of 2 Peter
The Recipients. This epistle was written to the same recipients as was

1 Peter, as can be seen by the apostle’s designation of this letter as “this sec-
ond epistle” (2 Peter 3:1). Note that those to whom the Epistles of 1 and
2 Peter were written were not only believers but were members of local
churches scattered throughout the provinces and regions mentioned in 1 Peter
1:1.

The Purpose. If 1 Peter was a warning that believers are subject to suf-
fering because of their Christian identity, this epistle is a call to faithfulness
in the face of persecution. Most second epistles are reiterative and exhorta-
tive—and sometimes even corrective as well—and so it is with 2 Peter. Peter
also wanted to help his readers keep their focus on the second coming of
Christ and all that will be associated with His return.

The Date. Most likely, this second epistle was penned fairly soon after the
writing of 1 Peter. The indication is that Peter wanted to address the readers
of this letter while the contents of his first epistle were still fresh in their
minds. Peter mentioned that his death was possibly near (2 Peter 1:14).
Whether or not he, like Paul, was in prison and was facing execution when he
wrote these words is not known. (Compare 2 Timothy 4:6.)

Some Distinctives. Included in this epistle are the seven qualities which,
when added to one’s faith, will promote Christian maturity (2 Peter 1:5-8).
Peter also mentioned his experience on the mount of transfiguration when he
witnessed the majesty of Christ (verses 16-18). The second chapter of this let-
ter is similar in content and character to the Epistle of Jude. Peter referred
to the three worlds, the past, present and future worlds—“the world that then
was” (2 Peter 3:6), “the heavens and the earth, which are now” (verse 7) and
the “new heavens and a new earth” (verse 13).

An Outline. The Epistle of 2 Peter has four essential divisions: (1) The
Great Christian Qualities (2 Peter 1:1-11), (2) The Scriptures Exalted (verses
12-21), (3) Some Warnings About False Teachers (2 Peter 2:1-22) and (4) The
Second Coming of Christ (2 Peter 3:1-18).
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In the opening chapter of this epistle Peter, quickly addressed the matter of
Christian suffering, which is the most prominent theme in this letter. Howev-
er, in the first few verses of this chapter, he referred to the new life which
believers have in Christ. One who does not have this life will not be able to
endure the times of testing which are likely to occur during the earthly life.
This new life is the result of the new birth experience, and, after one receives
the gift of eternal life, he or she is to follow the Savior in the more abundant
life.

PETER’S SALUTATION 1 Peter 1:1, 2
This epistle begins with the identity of the writer and its recipients. The

inspired writer also mentioned the divine purpose which was behind all of the
people and events that were involved in the issues at hand.

An Apostle of Jesus Christ (verse 1). In keeping with the custom of his
time, Peter immediately identified himself as the writer of this epistle. The
reason for that practice was because letters were generally written on scrolls
which were then rolled up and sent to the intended recipient. The scrolls were
rolled in such a manner as to enable the reader to begin reading the contents
immediately upon unrolling the message. Thus, it was important for the read-
er to know from the beginning who wrote the letter. Peter used the name by
which he was best known among the early churches. He described himself as
an apostle, which is from two Greek terms which essentially mean “one who
is sent.” Peter’s status as an apostle was established by Jesus Christ. He did
not choose that position for himself, nor was he put in that office by any indi-
vidual or group. The apostolic office was among the spiritual gifts given to the
early churches until the New Testament was completed. (Compare Ephesians
4:11.)

The Scattered Strangers (verse 1). The recipients of this epistle were “the
strangers scattered throughout” (verse 1) what is known today as Turkey or
Asia Minor. The Greek word for strangers is the same as in Hebrews 11:13 and
1 Peter 2:11 where it is translated pilgrim. (Note: In both of these references a
different term is used for strangers.) The Epistle of 1 Peter was addressed to
people who were not to regard this present world as their home but were to
anticipate the eternal home. The word scattered is from diaspora, which

7
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referred to the Jewish people who
were living in places other than
Judea or Galilee. In James 1:1, the
same term is used to refer to “the
twelve tribes which are scattered
[diaspora] abroad.” The scattered
strangers who were the primary
recipients of 1 Peter were Jewish
believers who were living outside of
Palestine in places Peter specifically
designated.

The Five Regions (verse 1).
Peter particularly mentioned five
regions in which those whom he ad-
dressed were living: Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia.

Pontus. This region lay south of
the Black Sea on the northern coast
of present-day Turkey. At times it
was a Roman province, and at other
times it was administered as part of
another province.

Galatia. This term describes a
province in the central part of Turkey.
The name Galatia also referred to a

district that was more encompassing than its provincial boundaries. Much of
Paul’s first missionary tour was in southern Galatia.

Cappadocia. This name also identifies a region as well as a province. Cap-
padocia was generally east of Galatia and north of Cilicia.

Asia. This was the most influential of the provinces and districts men-
tioned by Peter. It occupied roughly the western third of present-day Turkey.
Among the early churches in Asia were those in Ephesus, Colossae, Laodicea,
Philadelphia, Sardis, Thyatira, Pergamos and Smyrna.

Bithynia. This place was north of Asia and west of Pontus. On his second
missionary journey Paul attempted to go into Bithynia and preach the gospel,
but the Holy Spirit would not permit him to do so (Acts 16:7).

Divine Election and Foreknowledge (verse 2). In the opening state-
ment of this verse, Peter associated divine election with the foreknowledge of
God. Those who are the “elect” (verse 2) are those who have trusted Jesus as
Savior. Through His omniscience God certainly knows who will be saved and
who will not accept Jesus. Humanly speaking, foreknowledge generally
affects our decisions. However, this is not so with God. He is not affected by
human emotions or motivations. He can know something without acting on
such knowledge. Even though God knows who will become one of the elect, no
one becomes part of that number unless he or she trusts Jesus as Savior. God

MMaannnnaa
The Scattered Strangers (1 Peter 1:1):
The believer was merely a stranger, an
alien, a foreigner, a sojourner and an
exile on this corrupted earth. He was
doing nothing more than visiting for a
while; he was not a permanent resi-
dent.  The first century Christian
found his home with God; he was a
citizen of Heaven. The persecution
that scattered the early Christians
served only to unite them in the
fortress of the perfect will of God—
carrying out the Great Commission
(Acts 1:8). The oppression was severe
but short. The believer knew that he
was just passing through this life. The
burden of Nero was temporal while
the blessing of God was eternal (2 Cor.
4:16-18). Regardless of where journeys
of the believer may have taken him, he
was never at home until he was in the
Father’s house (John 14:1-3).



has determined that all those who trust Jesus will be saved, but He does not
force anyone to accept Jesus, nor does He keep anyone from doing so. Divine
election and foreknowledge are related, but they are not the same.

Sanctification of the Spirit (verse 2). The election which Peter men-
tioned is “through sanctification of the Spirit.” (verse 2). The word sanctifica-
tion is from a Greek term which denotes a setting apart. Through salvation
believers are set apart, or sanctified, to serve God. This sanctification is not
the means of salvation but the result of it. The Holy Spirit is involved with
one’s sanctification in that He is responsible for the new birth, as it is a birth
of the Spirit (John 3:5-8). Moreover, He is responsible for the believer’s new
life, as it is life in the Spirit (Rom. 8:9-11). The Holy Spirit also aids in the pro-
gressive aspect of a believer’s sanctification. He provides guidance and assis-
tance as one seeks increasingly and steadily to become conformed more to the
image of his or her Savior (See Romans 8:29; 2 Corinthians 3:17, 18.)

The Sprinkling of the Blood (verse 2). Following his reference to sanc-
tification, Peter mentioned the matters of obedience and the sprinkling of the
blood of Christ. Christian obedience should be the result of one’s realization
of the sanctification he or she has through salvation. Peter’s reference to the
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus is an allusion to the manner in which the
Tabernacle was consecrated, or sanctified, upon its completion, and how the
people were consecrated, or sanctified in their use of the Tabernacle as the
acceptable manner of worshiping God. When Moses sprinkled the blood on the
altar and on the people, they responded, “All that the LORD hath said will we
do, and be obedient.” (Ex. 24:7; Compare Hebrews 9:18-20.)

Grace and Peace Multiplied (verse 2). In the final statement in this verse
Peter declared, “Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied” (verse 2). The grace
to which Peter referred in this instance is not saving grace. Instead, it is sus-
taining grace. (Compare 2 Corinthians 12:7-10.) The recipients of this epistle
were likely to experience many adversities, including persecution. They needed
divine grace to sustain them in the face of such difficulties. Likewise, the peace
which Peter mentioned is not the peace with God that is established through
faith in Jesus as Savior. It is, rather, the peace of God “which passeth all under-
standing” (Phil. 4:7). This peace helps one keep his or her focus on Jesus and
His work and not on the circumstances with which believers might have to con-
tend. Peter wished for his readers such grace and peace in great abundance.

PETER’S DOXOLOGY 1 Peter 1:3, 4
After addressing the recipients of his letter, Peter immediately gave praise

to God. He mentioned particularly who God is, what He has done for believ-
ers and what those who belong to Him can anticipate in eternity.

Blessed Be God (verse 3). The first thing Peter mentioned in what could
be considered the body of his letter was praise for God. This is reminiscent of
the first thing Zacharias, the elderly father of John the Baptist, declared when
God removed his temporary muteness (Luke 1:68). The Greek word for blessed

Origin of New Life in Christ   /   9
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is a term which essentially means “to speak well of.” The word eulogy, which
literally means “a good word,” is from the same word family. (Note: In many
instances, such as in the Beatitudes, the word blessed is from a different term
which basically means “happy.”) Peter acknowledged God as the Father of
Jesus Christ. This is a reminder that Jesus is the only begotten Son of God.
God is the Father of every individual through creation. He is the Father of
each believer through regeneration. But He is the Father of Jesus Christ in a
specific and special sense.

Begotten by a Living Hope (verse 3). Not only is God the Father of Jesus
Christ, but He is also the Father of all believers, a reality made possible through
the new birth experience. Those who trust Jesus as Savior are begotten again.
Jesus spoke of the same phenomenon when He told Nicodemus that he needed
to be born again (John 3:3). The new birth occurs when one accepts Jesus as Sav-
ior. While faith makes it possible for one to be born—or begotten—again, there
is also “a lively [or living] hope” (1 Peter 1:3) involved. As used in the Scriptures,
the word hope refers to more than a mere wish. It denotes an unshakable expec-
tation that what is promised in the Bible will come to pass. In this sense, faith

and hope are closely related. Faith
sees what lies ahead, and hope
accepts it as a reality or an accom-
plished fact. The believer’s hope is liv-
ing because it is given by an eternal,
all-powerful God.

The Resurrection of Jesus
Christ (verse 3). Spiritual life for
believers is possible because Jesus
Christ lives. He died on the cross but
was raised from the dead after three
days. In a sense the resurrection of
Jesus was the crowning point of His
redemptive work because if it were
not for His resurrection no believer
would remain in a saved condition.
Because He is alive for evermore, He
can make intercession for believers,
thus assuring them that their salva-
tion is firm and secure (Heb. 7:25). If
Jesus had not been raised from the
dead, one would immediately lose
his or her salvation with the com-
mission of the first sin after being
saved. We live because He lives, and
if He were not alive we would not be
spiritually alive. The living hope
that believers have would never be

MMaannnnaa
The Incorruptible Inheritance (1 Peter
1:4):An inheritance often came with
conditions attached—that has not
changed. The will had to be read, the
children had to be present, the lawyers
had to sign the documentation and
adopted children had to be included.
These were some of the prerequisites.
While there was that similarity, there
was also a notable dissimilarity. Peter
acknowledged the inheritance of those
Christians was neither subject to passing
away nor liable to decay. The incorrupt-
ible and undefiled inheritance of the
Christian stood in direct contrast to that
of an earthly inheritance which would
have faded away like a flower that with-
ered and wilted. All earthly inheri-
tances—because they were tangible—
eventually faded away, but the eternal
inheritance of the Christian possessed
no tangible, sensual elements that might
have been subject to decay and defile-
ment. It was forever—that had not
changed.



realized because their hope would not extend beyond this earthly existence.
(Compare 1 Corinthians 15:19.)

An Enduring Inheritance (verse 4).
The “lively hope” (1 Peter 1:3) which be -
lievers have because of their faith in Jesus
Christ will be realized in an enduring
inheritance, one that is “incorruptible, and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away”
(verse 4). The word inheritance denotes
something that is bequeathed to someone
by a benefactor. The basic Greek term
refers to something that is received by drawing a lot. An inheritance is not
earned nor can it be demanded as a right. Instead, it is given. The believer’s
inheritance from God is “incorruptible” (verse 4) in that it cannot be marred
or diminished by any destructive agent or force. It is “undefiled” (verse 4) in
that it is without any stain or blemish. It “fadeth not away” (verse 4) because
it will never become old, worn out or outmoded. The inheritance that believ-
ers can anticipate is indeed glorious because we are “joint-heirs with Christ”
(Rom. 8:17). We will share in all that He has.

A Heavenly Inheritance (verse 4). The enduring inheritance which is
promised to those who have been begotten again by a living hope is a certainty
because it is “reserved in heaven” (verse 4). The Greek word for reserved primar-
ily means “kept,” “protected,” “guarded,” and so forth. The One who keeps, protects
and guards the believer’s inheritance is the Omnipotent God Himself. No being or
force in the universe is wise enough or powerful enough to destroy or diminish
what is in store for those who have trusted Jesus Christ as Savior. The inheri-
tance is “in heaven” (verse 4) in the sense that it is associated with God whose
dwelling is in Heaven and it is characterized by heavenly qualities—incorrupt-
ible, undefiled and enduring. However, the actual realization of the inheritance
will likely start for believers on earth during the millennial reign of Christ and
then continue into eternity following the conclusion of the Millennium.

SAINTS PRESERVED 1 Peter 1:5, 6
Not only does God guard the believers’ inheritance, but He also protects

them. Some people claim to believe that Christians will persevere into the
eternal age. The truth is, however, that believers will be preserved into the
eternal age. We do not have to persevere—in fact, we cannot do so—but God
preserves us.

Kept by the Power of God (verse 5). An individual’s salvation is the gift
of God in every respect. (Compare Ephesians 2:8, 9.) The grace that makes
salvation available is from God as is the faith through which one receives sal-
vation. The keeping by which salvation is made secure is also from God.
Believers do not have to depend upon themselves to remain saved, but they
are kept saved by the power of God. The Greek term for power in the first part
of verse 5 is dunamis, which denotes “ability,” “strength” or “force.” The words
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Fadeth Not Away: this word is
used to name a flower in the
Greek world. The inheritance is
permanent. A flower that is a
perennial never goes away. The
promise of God in this verse is
that Heaven will be forever. Word
Study #263.
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dynamite, dynamic and dynamo are derived from dunamis. The Omnipotent
God is the most powerful Being in the universe. No angel or human can wrest
a believer from His hand. (Compare John 10:28-30.) Satan is certainly a pow-
erful creature, but he is no match for the One who created the universe and
sustains all things by His mighty power.

The Revelation of Salvation (verse 5). In the last part of this verse
Peter referred to “salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” The Greek
word for revealed essentially means “uncovered” or “unveiled.” The expression
last time, as used here, denotes the time that shall begin with the coming of
Christ in power and glory. That is when the full realization of salvation will
be experienced by believers. By that time all the saved—except for those who
will be saved during the Millennium—will have been resurrected, judged and
rewarded. The moment one trusts Jesus as Savior he or she is saved as much
as he or she will ever be. However, one’s salvation will not be complete until
all that God has promised for believers has come to pass. The glorification of
believers, which includes their resurrection and recognition for faithful ser-
vice, will be the final aspect of their salvation.

Rejoicing in Salvation (verse 6). Salvation is a joyous experience. Prac-
tically everyone who has experienced salvation can recall the joy that was felt
at the realization that he or she had been saved. Joy is an integral component
of salvation. When the people of Samaria were saved as a result of the preach-
ing of Philip, the Scripture states “there was great joy in that city” (Acts 8:8).
However, a believer can lose or forfeit the joy of salvation because of sin. King
David is a classic example of this, as can be seen by one of the petitions he
made in his prayer of confession following his sin with Bath-sheba, “Restore
unto me the joy of thy salvation” (Psalm 51:12). David did not pray for his sal-
vation to be restored. He did not lose his salvation, but he had lost the joy of
his salvation. The readers of Peter’s epistle would have their faith tested, but
they could rejoice in their salvation nonetheless.

Rejoicing Despite Trials (verse 6). Even though salvation brings great
joy into one’s heart, the believer’s rejoicing is mixed frequently with the
adversities with which we often are faced during our earthly existence. Peter
told his readers that “for a season” (verse 6) they would be “in heaviness”
(verse 6) because of the “manifold temptations” (verse 6) they would have to
endure. The Greek word for season primarily means “little,” “short” or “brief.”
As used here it indicates a brief period of time. Heaviness is from a term
which basically denotes “grief” or “sorrow.” The term manifold essentially
means “of many and various forms or sorts.” The Greek word for temptations
speaks of tests or trials. Satan tempts people so that they will commit sin.
God does not tempt anyone to do evil, but sometimes He does allow tests or
trials to befall believers (James 1:12-14), and that was what Peter meant by
this reference to temptations.

THE APPEARANCE OF JESUS CHRIST 1 Peter 1:7, 8
Previously, Peter referred to the revelation of the believer’s salvation which

will occur in connection the events of the last time (verse 5). Associated with



the final revelation of our salvation will be the appearance of Jesus Christ, at
which time He and all His saints will receive praise, honor and glory.

The Believer’s Trial of Faith
(verse 7). In the first part of this
verse, Peter mentioned the likeli-
hood of trials for his readers which
would test their faith. The Greek
word for trial is an entirely differ-
ent term from that for temptations
in verse 6. The words are similar in
meaning but have no relationship
in their origin. The test mentioned
in this verse is like an assayer’s
examination by which metal is
checked to determine its value.
Peter’s example of gold that is sub-
jected to fire illustrates this truth.
Fire separates the gold from any
impurities that might be in the ore.
The more intense the fire, the purer
the gold becomes. A believer’s faith
is said to be even more precious
than the finest gold. The faith to
which Peter referred is not saving
faith, but the faith by which one
lives each day and maintains a con-
sistent testimony for the Lord. Serv-
ing faith is valuable because of
what it shows to others.

Praise, Honor and Glory for Believ-
ers (verse 7). Like gold tried in the fire
and purged of all dross, believers will be
“found unto praise and honour and glory
at the appearing of Jesus Christ” (verse
7). The terms praise, honor and glory indi-
cates recognition and reward. The deter-
mination regarding rewards for Chris-
tians will be made at the Judgment Seat

of Christ. (See Romans 14:10-12; 2 Corinthians 5:10.) The recognition of the
faithful service performed by a believer will occur at the millennial reign of
Christ, which will be when He appears in great power and glory (Matt. 16:27).
In the eyes of this present world Christians are often ridiculed, sometimes
despised and occasionally pitied. But in the kingdom age believers will be
regarded with the utmost respect and accorded the praise, honor and glory
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MMaannnnaa
The Precious Trial of Faith (1 Peter
1:7): The early Christian understood
the trials of being a true disciple of
Jesus Christ. He also knew the bene-
fits of that life. As the Christian
encountered adversity, the trial
proved his faith either true or false
before God.  His calling was to carry
God’s Word to his world in spite of
those difficult days. These hardships
created genuineness in the faith that
would not be easily subverted.  God
has always used troublesome times to
test the faith of His children as was
seen in the case of Job (Job 1:20-22). If
the faith of the early Christian was
worth keeping (2 Tim. 4:7) and con-
tending for (Jude 3), and, if it was at
that present time keeping them (verse
5), then, surely, it was worth giving
away as the Pentecostal prescrip-
tion  “and ye shall be witnesses unto
me . . . unto the uttermost part of the
earth” (Acts 1:8) had challenged.  This
faith was more precious than the
most precious metal known.

Tried: our faith is tested, proved
and examined to see whether it is
genuine. This word means “to
assay to find the purity of metals
so the buyer will not be cheated.”
Procedures are followed to deter-
mine the value, and our faith often
is tested to prove its value. Word
Study #1381.
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they are due because of who they are and what they have done through
Christ.

The Appearing of Jesus Christ
(verse 7). In the closing phrase of this
verse, Peter referred to the appearing of
Jesus Christ, an event that shall occur
when He returns in power and glory to
defeat the anti-Christ and his forces and
establish His kingdom on earth. (See Rev-
elation 19:11—20:6.) The word appearing
is a term that essentially denotes a sud-

den manifestation or appearance. The time when believers will be acknowl-
edged for their faithful service will be at the appearing of Jesus Christ. There
is also an aspect of Jesus’ second coming that will be characterized by stealth
and silence. This will be when He returns to catch away all believers, those
who will still be living and those who have died in the Lord (1 Thess. 4:13-18).
Following the Tribulation Period, Jesus will come in such splendor that every
eye shall see Him (Rev. 1:7).

Unseen but Beloved (verse 8). Since the recipients of this epistle lived a
considerable distance from Judea and Galilee, none of them had the opportu-
nity to see Jesus during His time on earth at His first coming. Even though
they had not seen Him with their physical eyes, they could see Him with eyes
of faith. Those believers were among the great multitude of people whom
Jesus said would be blessed because they would believe without having actu-
ally seen Him (John 20:29). Peter commended his readers not only for their
faith, but for their love as well. Even though they had never seen Jesus, they
loved Him. Their love was agape love, which is love that is based on principle.
One reason those early Christians loved the One whom they had not seen,
was because they had seen Him exemplified in the lives and messages of men
such as Paul, Peter and other faithful servants of Christ.

Joy Unspeakable and Full of Glory (verse 8). True faith leads to great
rejoicing. Peter reminded those to whom he wrote of their “unspeakable”
(verse 8) joy. The Greek word for unspeakable indicates something which can-
not be repressed. Even though many of Peter’s readers would be subjected to
severe trials of their faith, their joy would not be diminished by their adver-
sities. Christian joy is in a person and is not dependent upon one’s situation
or circumstances. The expression full of glory also describes the word joy. The
term glory suggests the joy to which Peter referred is associated with the
glory of Christ. Thus, true Christian joy is irrepressible because it looks
beyond the experiences of one’s earthly life and anticipates what will be
received and experienced in the life to come.

THE END OF FAITH 1 Peter 1:9, 10
One does not have to understand all that is involved in salvation to be

saved. All the Old Testament believers were saved and the prophets in that

The Appearing: this is our Eng-
lish word apocalypse. It means “lay-
ing bear or to disclose the truth.”
It is not speaking of impending
disaster. Instead, it reveals the
coming of Jesus. It is translated
revelation. Word Study #602.



time foretold of the time when salvation shall be realized in its completion
despite the fact that they did not always understand fully all that they taught
through the Holy Spirit.

The End of Faith (verse 9). Despite the ordeals which the recipients of
this epistle would have to endure, they could be certain of “receiving the end
of your faith” (verse 9). The Greek word for end denotes a goal or a conclusion.
The final realization of salvation for believers is when they receive “the sal-
vation of your souls” (verse 9). The word soul refers to a person’s entire being,
or that which makes an individual who he or she is in distinction from every-
one else. The soul is the entire being—body, mind and spirit. One’s spirit is
saved the moment he or she trusts Jesus as Savior. The salvation of the mind
is a progressive matter that occurs in the believer’s daily life on earth, ending
in victory when he or she goes to be with the Lord. The body is saved when it
is resurrected from the grave. When the body is resurrected, it is reunited
with the believer’s spirit and mind
which will have been with the Lord
while the body remained in the grave
awaiting the resurrection (1 Thess.
4:14). When the believer’s body, mind
and spirit are reunited, he or she
will realize the consummation or
goal of his or her faith.

The Prophets’ Inquiry (verse
10). The salvation of the soul which
Peter mentioned in verse 9 was a
matter about which the Old Testa-
ment prophets wondered. They had
some understanding of the resurrec-
tion, as can be seen in Martha’s
remarks to Jesus regarding Lazarus
(John 11:24). (Note: Martha’s grasp
of the resurrection was based on the
teachings of the Old Testament con-
cerning this matter.) What those
people did not realize was how a
believer’s body, mind and spirit will
all be reunited in the resurrection.
They had some understanding of
the events associated with the end
time, but people of this dispensation
can have a greater realization of
such matters than did those who
lived prior to the first coming of
Jesus. That was what Peter meant
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MMaannnnaa
The Inquiring Prophets (1 Peter
1:10): Two legitimate questions of the
prophets were, Who would be the
Messiah? and When would the Mes-
siah appear? Isaiah spoke of the suf-
fering of the Messiah (Isa. 53) but
described His glory in later chapters.
Psalm 22 is a horrific description of
the Lord’s death, while Psalm 24 is a
demonstrative picture of His glory.
The time had come for the Messiah to
show himself to an ungrateful and
unrelenting people (John 1:11). Paul
confirmed that “the fulness of the
time was come” (Gal. 4:4). Many fac-
tors converged to make first century
Palestine the right time and the right
place for the advent of the Messiah:
(1) Roman roads made travel possi-
ble; (2) A postal system facilitated the
spread of the gospel; (3) Relative
peace and tolerance canvassed the
Roman empire; (4) Koine Greek was
the universal language; (5) The legal-
istic Pharisees had sufficiently
demonstrated the futility in keeping
the Law; (6) Civilized cities were fast
becoming pagan.  Any further delay
would have served only to confuse an
already concerned Israel.
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by his reference to “the grace that should come unto you” (1 Peter 1:10). It is
entirely due to the grace of God that we are living on this side of the cross,
and, because of that, we have the benefit of the full Bible by which we can
know more about the divine purposes. The matters of the resurrection and
rapture of all believers, the first and second resurrections and the interven-
ing millennial reign of Christ were only dimly understood by the old prophets.

THE DISPENSATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 1 Peter 1:11, 12
Between the resurrection of Jesus and the resurrection of believers is a

period of time that is called by various designations by several Bible scholars.
Some people have called it the church dispensation because of the prominent
role played by the Lord’s churches in fulfilling the Great Commission. Others
have designated this period as the dispensation of the Spirit because of all the
activities of the Holy Spirit during this time.

The Inspiration of the Prophets (verse 11). The Old Testament prophets
were men who were used by God to proclaim His message to the people. There
were two classes of prophets, those whose prophecies were recorded in a spe-
cific book of the Bible, such as Isaiah, Jeremiah and others, and those such as
Elijah, Elisha and others whose prophecies were not recorded in a designated
book. Whether or not the prophets had a book in the Bible named for them,
they all spoke by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. In this verse Peter desig-
nated the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of Christ because in so many instances the
Old Testament prophets spoke of Him in their messages. “To him [Jesus] give
all the [Old Testament] prophets witness, that through his name whosoever
believeth in him shall receive remission of sins” (Acts 10:43).

The Testimony of the Prophets (verse 11). The Old Testament prophets
testified of “the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow” (verse
11). The prophecies regarding the sufferings of Christ foretold His crucifixion
and all the agonies associated with it. (Compare Psalm 22:1-18; Isaiah 53:1-
12.) The glory that followed the sufferings of Christ began with His resurrec-
tion and will culminate in His coronation at the establishment of His millen-
nial reign. Note that in the Greek language the word glory is plural. As Christ
experienced many sufferings, so shall He receive many glories, including His
victory over death and the grave, His ascension to the Father’s right hand, His
coming in great power to defeat the anti-Christ and his forces, His judgment
of the nations and His assumption of the throne of David. In addition, there
is the glory Christ receives from the faithful service of believers.

The Ministry of the Prophets (verse 12). In the first part of this verse
Peter noted that the revelations received by the Old Testament prophets not
only were for themselves and the people to whom they ministered, but for
people of this dispensation as well. The Scriptures are a unit. They are to be
interpreted and applied in the light of that reality. Critics of the Bible try to
set the Old Testament against the New Testament, the Pentateuch against
the Prophets, the writings of Paul against the four gospels and the book of
Acts and so forth. This is an improper use of the Scriptures, however. When



the Bible is interpreted correctly, one will see that there are no contradictions.
Each book or section of the Scriptures is in exact harmony with one another.
Thus, the Old Testament speaks to us even today.

The Descent of the Holy Spirit (verse 12). Whether one considers the
words of the prophets or the gospel proclaimed by the apostles and others, the
message is about Jesus Christ and the One who inspires and illuminates is
the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit was sent from Heaven on the day of Pente-
cost. The apostle Peter mentioned that “the angels desire to look into” (verse
12) the things which he had mentioned in this passage. Even though the
angels are highly intelligent creatures, they cannot comprehend all that is
involved with the salvation of believers because they cannot be the recipients
of such a gracious gift. The angels can understand divine power, but divine
mercy is beyond their ability to grasp. They cannot fathom how the Almighty,
sovereign God uses such weak sinful humans in accomplishing His purposes.

ORIGIN OF NEW LIFE IN CHRIST 1 Peter 1:1-12
Jesus declared in John 10:10, “I am come that they might have life, and that

they might have it more abundantly.” By nature each person is dead in tres-
passes and sins, but through faith in Jesus one receives spiritual life (Eph.
2:1, 5). As one demonstrates in his or her daily walk in the life that has been
received from Christ, he or she enjoys the more abundant life. When Christ
returns in power and glory, believers will receive the consummation of their
faith, which is salvation of the soul, that is, the individual in his or her entirety.
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